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FBI/DOJ 



RE t JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


'was interviewed at his residenoe, 
[Springfield, Illinois, on tha afternoon 

1 “ ~peoial Agents 

is exceedingly difficult no 
tv . ^^Tan not read English. He was k® 1 ' 11 
and has been an Amsrioan oitirej^^^bout 
i^^ed that ho joined the U.M.Vf. 
b always liicod better than any other union because of 

this He did not like to get in trouble that was oaused over the unions • 
He did not go to any of the meetings therein the i mtter of edging un 
was discussed. Ho wanted to change back to the U.M.W. so that th ^® 
would be no union trouble, but did not go to any of the “ e ®J* n g s t 

was afraid that there might be trouble. Ho signed up for the U.M.W. at 
the TJ V W Building Springfield, on tfte laet day, after everyone e 
Alvei ap'lio"tlrL. P Ho know iothing tho th. oth.r » 

for joining the U.1A.V. » 


and has always 
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Ro : JOKM L* LFFIS, ET AL 



Springfield A 
ial Agents \ 

at his rosidence on September 15, 

1943. Re appeared willing to answer the questions put to him- but due to his 
ago, and p-or knowledge of English, he would not make a good witness. Ee 
furnished the following signed statement: 


"Springf iold , Illinois 
September 15, 1943 



make the following volunta;y statement to| 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal 
S. Department of Justice. 



”1 was born 1 enter ed th e United States 

and v;as nat uralized at Springfield, Illinois in I live at 

Springfield, 111., and I am not employed because I am 


too old. 


"The first mine union I joined was the United .Mine Workers of America, 
referred to hereinaft er as the UU7T. 1 joined this union at the 
Springfield, 111. i n ||H^ I worked at various mines in the 
ea under the U!£V. 

"I started working at ?'inc A under the IMF about JHHfc I left 
Mine A in April, 1941. The mine shut down and I never retumeo to vjork when 
it opened up again under Elshoff. I was too old to work any longer. 

"I was in favor of the change at Mine A from the UKJT to the PMA in 
1932* I do not want to work in a union that is led by John L. Lewis* I 
always liked the Progressive Mine Workers of America, which will be referred 
to hereinafter as the PMA. 

"I heard about the operator. Hr. Ryan, of Mine A selling out to 
Carl Elshoff because it was mentioned in the PMA meeting at the PMA Hall 
about a week after Elshoff bought the mine. 

"1 did not want Elshoff to buy Mine A because ho would try to get 
the tUffV in tho mine. There was some talk about this at the FMA meeting which 
I attended. I did not want to join the UIT7, so I quit the first part of 
April, 1941 * 

"Everyone seemed to be satisfied when they v/orked under the PMA# 

"Mo ono talked to me about joining UMJ. I attended two PMA 
meetings at the PMA Rail# It was brought of at these PMA moetings that 


v.hich will be 
Springfield Ar 



4 


1 . Q 

Re: J0EJ5 L. LE7.1S, ET AL 


IRTERVIEvT 77IXK 



meetings. 


EXshoff said he wanted to operate the mine under the CUff. 
These FISA meetings at the PUA Hall were in September, 1941 , 
The notice of these meetings was posted on a bulletin Board 
at the FldA Eall. I do not remember who p-esidod at these 


**I v."’S not on any cwnmittees. 

* ! I saw no fight. At these nieetings the miners were telling about 
having families and that they had to keep on working, and so to keep their 
jobs they had to join the tJMTC. I know nothing about the union trouble at 

Mine B . 


n I saw no agitators or orga.iizars for UMT 7 at Vine A, or at the PlfA 
meetings, I do not know the names of the men '’ho old most of the talking at 
these meetings, bat they said when El&hoff bought the mine he was going to get 
the UMJT the bargaining rights . 

”1 did not go to the meeting at Redman’s Eall. 


"I went to the meeti ng at the E lks Club on Sunday arternoon, in 
September, 1941, A man named phonetic) was in charge of this 
meeting . 


could not understand much uf what 


4- V, -I «-. taa « X vi f* 
^1X4-0 unu vxngi 


never knew any UVW organizers, so I can not say if there were any at thi^ 
meeting. As I said, I had quit at Vine A, and was Just interested in what 
went on. I'ost of the talked I could not understand. 



, ”1 can not read the English language, so I have had 

read this statement to me which consists of two and on^^^pafS^^ 
is true and correct, and I understand what it says. 
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Rc I JOHN L. Liras, FT AL 



:: v:it h 

IlMi^is, was jointly intorviorTc^^t hi^rosidonc^^^ 
on September 16* 1943 by Special ^ crrts 4HHjHT 
[is pro cent ly working at tho Panther 
JrcGit j'-Lne oprinffiold, Illinois undor the FIIA* He is alert, 
readily ansv.-rod all questions, but did not attend any of tho PMA 
neetin rt In L^picriber, 1941 whon tho FUA Local at Kino L las disoussing 
jo in inf the UII<\ 'So stated ho was contacted by fomor F?iA Fion to join 
the Lot;' and did so neroly to keop his job. He oxocutod the following; 
written statanentj 


“Sprinr field, Illinois 
September 16, 1943 



lake the f ollcr.vinr voluntary statonent to 
\ t whom I know to be Special x*fonts 
of the Fodoral Bureau cf Investigation, TJ* S* Deaprtnent of Justice* 


*1 reside c 
I an presently enplcyod "a 


Springfield, Illinois, 

lo i-anther Urcck I lino f5, Qprinpf iold, 
Illinois, which job I have had sineoabout tho first of Torch, 1943, I 

m| until February, 1943, I quit 
nearer ry homo, I was born in 
1 arrived in the U* S. in 

s 


was eaployod at Tine A fron about 
r orb- in - a t that nine tc ret a job 



;* S. citizen at Sprinpfiold, II J 


I was 
Fs about 



“The first nino union I joined wafl the United^j 
:f Lnoric:^rof erred to hereinafter ae th o 13112, in 

in I worked in tho nines untiirj^Wrrhon I 

cono to Sp^^^Tic Id. In 1932 I was workin^o^xoobody I lino ^=59 and I 
jcinod tho Progressive : Iino V orkers of America, referred to hereinafter 
as tho Flu*, at this nine of ry own froe will* I worked there until 
I went to lline A in fl|H j %?c , 8 satisfied working under tho P!"A* I 
first learned that E^^oif had boufht "lino A, in 1941 by talk anonf tho 
miners* I did not welccne tho chnrre fTen Lynn to Elehoff, because I 
thoufht tho conditions at tho nine w ?uld bo bettor undor Ryan, and the 
FTA and as it worked out, that was true* Undor Ryan and the FKA, the 
workinr conditions vroro pood* 

tt No UII7 organizers approached me to join tho UHT, but 
[phonetics), a F!b^ nan andfivo or six others whose names 
“recall, cane to rry houso* do if I wanted to keep ny job, I 

had to join the U1T as the^Hf^would net open unless the minors joined 


tho t nr* Hs di 
be like this* 


not use any throats or explain why he thourht it woulC 
and several non with him were talking to the other 
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Re i JO?r L. LSS7IS, ET AL 


TiTZRYIT, •' IT S ninere to get them to join the UUT. contacted me 

HHHBHHH about a week after the Elks Club meeting'. I did not go 

VconxTnuea) to this meeting. 

*1 heard a rumor that Elshoff might try to operate !!ine A 
through the Iline B tipple, but I did not believe it because it was not 
practical. This did not bother me, and I told the other miners so. 

W I heard the rumor before^JU contacted me that Elshoff would 
open the mine on the condition the men joined the luT. * I believed this 
to be true as I knew about 'line B not opening until the miners working 
in that mine joined the U1F< • Since Elshoff was non the operator of both 
mines, I thought the same would be true at Mine A. I joined the CUV 
only to keep my jot. I would heve rather been a PliA member. I feel 
most of the miners vented the FI A because they knew about the Kine B 
trouble. They did not want to be out of work, so they joined the UUJ. 

**I heard from other miners about the meetings when the local 
of Fi'A at lline A was meeting and talking about changing to the I 

did not go to any of the meetings. I thought the miners would join the 
U1T:, I decided not to go to the meetings. I only went to the TTlIf 
Hall and signed up with that union. 

*77hen Elshoff first started operating mine A in 1941, the 
conditions in the mine wore not as good as they had been under Ryan and 
the FliA. Under Elshoff and the Uii'. r , they refused to provide good air 
■in the mine and did away with the measures taken by Ryan to improve 
this situation. They docked us excessively and did not tell us why. 

At that time, men were easy to get. Now, the conditions are better 
because men can get jobs elsewhere, and do not have to put up with that 
sort of thing. 

*1 have read and fully understand the two and one half pages 
of this statement and it is true and oorreot. 
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"Spring field, Illinois 

September 18, 1943 



nvestigation, U. S. Department of Justioe. 


make the following voluntary statement to 
[, whom I know to be Special Agents of 


I am presently residing at 



and I am employe! ac Line A as a digger. 1 starte^workin^^ier^ir^^^*^ 
and have worked there e ver si nce. I was born 

arrived in the U. S. in^jjj^^ and was natural iseda^sprangrT^^^I^^iii 
HHH Prior to 1932 I was a member of tho United Mine Workers of America, 
^ferred to hereinafter as the U. JV , but in 1932 I voluntarily joinod the 
Progressive Line Workers of America, referred to hereinafter as the PKA, to 
get away from John L, Lewis* I was well satisfied with the FMA. 


was a good operator and I would have rather worked under him. I knew 
working conditions under him were good. 

"Uo UKW organisers tried to got me to join the U1EV. It made no 
difference which union I belonged to* 


and also that the mine might not open unless the men joined the UlfiT. I did 
nt care, I thought I would have my job anyway. 

"When the miners wore discussing joining the UM7<', I only went to 
one FLA meeting and this was at the Elks Club in September 1941. 


at this meeting. I believe the men had made up their „ i the UM7i r 

before the meeting. They took a standing voto to join the UUT and it carried 
almost 100%, There were no UMjT organisers in tho meeting and no fights. 

After the vote, Eduonson of the UML was sent for to take us into the UMTi. 
Edmonson arrived with a notary public and the m nors signed U1T7 membership 
cards . Edmonson made a speech welcoming the miners back to the UMW, and told 


"I first learned Elshoff had bought Line A, from the miners, Ryan 


"I heard a rumor that Elshoff might operate Line A through Mine B, 


"I heard about the meeting from tho miners. 



presided 
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Re: JOBS L. LFTIS , FT AL 


t^^pviet; ~:ith 

' continue? 
the sarae. 


ub the mine mould open nlthin a meek, and it did. 

-I mas not on any committee and had no 
officials. The conditions under both un.ons ar 

|( signed) 


Witnessed : 

(signed) 

Special Agent s_, F.B.I. 

■^■01' signed) 
Special Agent, F.B.I. 
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Re: JOER L. LEWIS, ET 1L 



irTERVIETC WITH 

wa: 

lie vril 1 in^ly anewmsd tne question'" pvt v<? 
willing to testify* B ccra? of his age, 
generally v. ou^ 1 not make a good witness, 
statement : 



Spring f ^eld T Illinois * 
y '3pec3Ri Agents 
s rnridence on September - 
films ana he indicated he would be 

is not mentally alert and 

;e f^Jrn^ied the following signed 


"Springf ield, Illinois 
September 15, 1943 



make the following voluntary statement to 


whom 1 know to be Special Agents of the Federal 
Investigation, U, S. Department of Justice. 


"I resile el 
pr e s ently unemployed, 



Springfield, Illinois. I am 
was last employed at Mine A, and 1 stepped working 
cause of physical disability. I was bornin 

I arrived in the United States inJ^H^and I 
citizen at Springfield, Illinois 

"The first mine union 1 joined was the ^Jnit£d a l!iri^£o^ 

America, referred to hereinafter as the UMJ7, at 
I wor ked as a member of the HUT in the State of Illinois rrc 
Aboutfl^Hl went to work in mine A and worked there until! 




"In a932, I was working at lline A and joined the Progressive Mine 
'.Yorkers of America, referred to hereinafter as the FKA. I joined when the 
majority voted that way. It did not make any difference to me which union 
had the bargaining rights, Aft?r I joined the PKA, in 1932, I was satisfied. 


"In 1941, I first learned in the newspaper that Elshoff had purchased 
iiinc A. I was glad he bought it, because it had been closed all summer, and 
I wanted to go back to work. No on" 5 asked me to join the U1ET at this time. 

The working conditions had been satisfactory in Iline A under the FMA. 

"I hoard a rumor that Elshoff might operate Mine A through Mine B, 
but did not know if he would, and it did net make any difference to me, I 
also heard a rumor that Elshoff might open Mine A upon the condition that the 
miners would join the U5£7. I did not know if it was true, but I was in favor 
of joining U157 to get some money, 

"The only PliA meeting I attended when Kino A miners swung over to 
the U!£7 was at the Elks Club on a Sunday .£3orr^of the miners told me about 
the meeting. The fire boss at the mine , phonetic) , presided 

at the meeting at the Elks club. They hac^HToo^Teeper and no one got in 
except RA ^Bubers of the local* A vote was taken as soon as the meeting 
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Re: JOEir L. LE^IS, ET AL 


started. In a standing vote all the men voted for the 
BIW, I was not named on any of these committees. After 
the vote, Edmundson, of the TJM7T was called in to take us 
as a local of UM 77, Edmundson arrived with another man. 

1 do not know what Edmundson said, but he had everyone sign up for the UMSf. 

n l never talked to any officials of the UMPT, but went with the majority, 
1 was glad Elshoff bought the mine- as he opened it up right away. The mine 
had been closed all summer. I did not care what union they had at tho mine. 

"I have read this statement of two pages and it is the truth to the 
best of my knowledge. 


D^VIE^ITR 
C ont inue a j 


witnessed : 



igned) 



fsignei) 
Special Agent F.E.I- 

HHHHHHTv s igne d ) 
Special Agent, F»B.I. rt 


- 60S - 


t 



B3: Join 7 L. LflClS, ET A L 


rrr girig: t.ith 


j ointl y interviewed at his 
Special Agents 

^on September 15, 

1943. This witness speaks broken Svglish, and therefore is not easily 
understood. Hs appeared to have no knowledge of pertinent facts and would 
not appear co be a good fitness. He furnished the following signed 
statement; 



"Springfield, Illinois 
September 15, 1943 



rnak e the folloving voluntary statement to 
whom I know to be Special Agents of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, U.3. Department of Justice. 

" I vps born entered the United 

States in flH^^and r-a^ia^^^ize^a^Cn^agoTlLlinoiE about^ 

I an proscn^^^cnpl eyed in Mine A as a digger, and live atj 
Springfield, Illinois. 



"The first mino union I joined ras the United Fine Workers of 
America riiich vg. ll be referred to hereinafter as the til- . I joined 
this union at 


"I do not re nenber exactly when I started working in Mine A, 
but I think it ras in y° ars bt2fort -’ the Progressive 

liine borkers of Amcric^o^anxze^a^Iline A. This union will be re- 
ferred to hereinafter as the PI Li. 


"I started working at that mine under the Uir. I was in favor 
of the Rif. organizers at the mine in 193U, because everyone said it 
would be better than Ufi.. I did not see any difference. I ras satisfie- 
vith the PI’A, and liked to y;ork under that union, 

"I did not care whether ELshoff or Ifcran operated the mine. I 
just vranted to work, L.hcn the majority of the miners joined the ©5\ in 
1941, I joined too. I knew that ELshoff wanted the UIJ , in this nine from 
talking with other miners. 

"The miners liked to vork under the FIIA before 1941. These miners 
were as satisfied as 1 was, working' under the PH/.. 

"I heard minors say that ELshoff said he was going to try to 
operate Mine A through nine B. 

"I attended .the two Kb', meetings held at the Rif. Hall, 
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Re: JOHH L. LEWIS, ET AL 



Springfield, 111. at that time in September, 1941 when 
the miners were telling about joining the UlTY and shortly 
after Elshoff became the operator of Mine A. 


"I knew about these meetings from -notices posted at the P U A 
Hall. The President of the PMA local presided at these meetings. I 
did not hear much of the conversation at these meetings because they talked 
too fast or I was too far away. I saw no fights. I was not a member 


u; v. 'jt. lx l / i_v w * 


The 


corivsr' £cLlui.on X iiss rd was by the PMA local President 


who asked the men to decide what to do and ask them if anything was wrong 
with the r.’orking conditions at the mine, and such questions as that. 


" I did not go to any other union meetings. I did not go to 
Recman's Hall or the £31:' s Club, meetings. 


"Conditions at Mine A have been the same as far as I know 
under the Ulftf as they were under the PMA. 


(Signed) 



WITNESSED: 


1 




*> ■ 
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Bet JOHN L* LET-ilS, ET AL. 



INT3RVIK. : JTH 


Special /5 <j nts 


SprinEiTGia, Illinois, was 
in hie rnsifonno on September 15. 1943* by 

[speak* 


L-jid un’e/st'nis r^gllsh very v:ej 


operative and stewed that he 


is wilitur; t testify if necessary* H^ donied having a original record# 
Th^ fell owing signed statonent was obtained frem 


"Springfield, 111# 
September 15, 1943* 



nake t he fell o wing statement freely 
who have identified 


"I, 

and voluntarily tc_^ _ 

thcnsclvcs tc re as ^p>~cial Agents cf the Federal bureau of Investigation* 
No throats cr premises have been mie to ne> to obtain this statemont* 


"I ro sid ' at 
ployed at Peabody nixie tr59." 


Springfield, 111., and am em- 


W T irn c Vv r\v*n on 


About 

I began to work in liineT^^r^^^^Th^^imc^^Ta^wnenber of the 
United Hino '.ierkers, and continued in that union after I started at Mine A* 


K In 1932 I i?ns in favor of tho switch from U.H.Ti, to Progressive 
Line ".erkers cf America. I was fed up with the way that U.H.7?. was running 
things at that tine, ’.Aon the men switched over I went along with then* 
Fran 1932 tc 1941 I was completely satisfied with P.M.A, 

" Sonet in o in September 1941 I heard that — r. Elshcff had bought 
Line A from >ir. By on. I heard that there was to bo a spo cial union meet- 
ing cf P.Ii.A. tc diBcuss this new development at Mi ne A, As I recall this 
meeting was held cn a Sunday in the Elks Club, and ran it. 

There was discussion in the meeting about swit ching frorwMiTA, tc TJ.U.Ui, 
This discussion was brought about because cf the talk going around that 
we* the miners, had to join U.M.7.. because Mine A had been bought by the 
oivner of liine B, and because we wouldn't be able to get .jobs in Mine A un- 
less we joined U.Li.‘..» 

*1 don't remember hearing any talk abcut working Mine A through 
Kine B, cr about Elshoff refusing to do business with two unions. 

"There was no rumpus in the meeting at the Elks Club, I think 
that all cf the miners were afraid that Mine A would net open up in the 
fall cf 1941 unless they joined I recall that somebody sent for 

Edmundsen, but I think this was after the vote when the miners voted to 
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HE: JOHN L. LElilS, KT AL. 


turn, over to I only recall that 

Edmundsen thanked the men for turning over 
to U 

”6.t this meeting I signed up with I went along with the 

majority cf the men. I figured that if I didn’t go along with the major- 
ity, I would not get ray job back. X didn’t want to have the trouble at 
iline A like they had at liine B. 

W I don't recall go ing to any other union meetings in September 
1941. I hea^flHHHBH^H say that he had seen Elshcff but 1^^^: 
remember if het^^^e^wha^xhey talked about. I remember th&tfl^^^B 
s&id something about his net being able tc; stay out of work all sumnS^so 
he get wise and started to talk to miners ab.ut swinging ever tc U.M.A. 

^Jicn I heard that Elshcff bought kine A, I thought he would 
start to work it right aw&y. I didn't give the sale any thought until 
the meeting at the liks Club. After that I thought the.t there might be 
trouble et kine A liks there had been at kino B. 



It 7 1 1^ 

AT- A V 


dissatisfied vith U.L.‘:j« 


II 4 n Lr,ri 1 1 OA9 +. n fi K <& ‘■ir'h _ 

A» *** * ** *W +K ■'V tl“ V ^ VW V - 

vyher^ I left Line Ja. 


I war not 


"I have read this statement consisting cf this and two other 
handwritten pages, and I state that it is true to the best cf my knowledge 
and recollection. 


/»/ 



Witnesses : 



Special Agents, FBI, 
Springfield, 111. 
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Re: JOHN L. L 3 .I 3 , HfT AL 


HTEra r nr: t;itij 


[Springfield, Illinois, was inter- 
vi ev: e d '^^hisresidenc e on Septe mber. 15 . 19.43 _by Spec ial 
Agents H^HH^Hpnd ___ 

does not understand BvOi^^^^^^^^ia^^vej^linited speaking ability. 
During nterview 

no criminal racord. 



Fecera^. 

promises made to we, 

"I an living at 


ii a — r< j n i 

September 15 , 1943 

r.ake the following voluntary statement tc 
whom I l;r cjy to be Special Agents of the 
ation, of my cun free viil, with no threats or 


an v'orking at Panther Creek No. bo 

and cane to the United States inlHI| I have 

an not yet a citizen. I joined the U.H.t. in 

union until 1932, when I vent along r ith the ISine 
Dine T.orkers of America. I began at Mine A about 


ISprinrfieW, 


111.. and 


eh try lirst papers, and 
and stayed in that 
over to the Progressive 
and ciuit 




of 1943, because the air vas bad, and vas maldng me sick. I »as satisTT 
vith the svitch from U.li, T . . to P.L'.A. in 1932, As far as I vas concerned, 
it made no difference to me. I vas Tilling to do vhat the men did. 


"I sar that the Mine A vas sold to Elshoff in the newspapers, 
and thought I night lose ny job on account of the sale, because I figured 
line A would go U.1U1 and only U.M.T,. men be employed there. I knew 
vhat had happened at Mine B, and thought the sane thing night happen at 
Mine A if the men didn't join IM.T.. Ho one talked to ne about joining 
TJ.1.1 . before ity-an sold it. 


"I vrent to a P.M.A. neetirpnheld^I think, some place on 5th 
Street, in September of 194 l,^Hflfej^HIVvas one of th^peakers, 
but I don’t know the name of the meeting. ^HHHtold the 

men that Elshoff planned to operate lane A through Idine B, an^tnat he 
\ ouldn 't operate lline A unless the men joined U.M.T, , I felt that 1 would 
have to join the U.M. 1 . or I'd lose ny job. Hot ever, it didn't make any 
difference to me rhat union I belong to. I don't knov of any special 
committee being appointed, and didn't go to any other meetings. I signed 
up with the U.MS . at that same meeting, on a Sunday. I only signed because 
I thought I'd lose my job if I didn't. Since the U.K.V. has been back 


~ V-> F* TT jT\ . iCTl “i v'-i p+Vt + 

/ . UUilUJ.L-J.UAiC; U6vu: ti-u-L, a l(p* »- • 


consisting o; 



uer page 


has explained this statement, 
~o me and I state that it is true 
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Has JOHN L. LS.IS, 7T AL 


TIJ TRTyig: T'lTH to the best of iX r 




Springfield# 111 . 


knowledge . 

(Signed) 
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RE* JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 




IYIT H _ 

Springfield, Illinois, was interviewed in his 
Jiome_on_Se£t9mbe^^^^^94^^^ Special Agents 

speaks English 

ler stand it wo II "enough to tesTiiy - which ho said he is 
willirf to doo Ho said ho has no orimin».3 record* The following 
eignoo sta-i-.3-.ont was obtained from him* 


"Springf iold , 111* 
Scptonbor 17, 1945 * 


*tT 



statement freoly 

voluntarily to who havo 

identified themselves to no as Spociul agents of tho Federal Buroau 
of Investigation. To throats or promises h~vo Loon roado to mo to 

obtain this statement. 


111 . 


"i presently rosido at 
and am empipypd in Miic a. I was 


field. 




oc.no to the Uni tod States. 


"1 began to work in Mine a in fljft when I was a nonbor of 
tho TJnitod Mine Workers. In 1952 I joino^tBo Progross ivo Mine TJorkors 
of Anoriou, I was in favor of tho switch booauso of tho raw deal the 
minors got under tho Of 57* when tho ballots were stolon, end when tho 
U*M* r f. sigr.od a oontraot giving the minors a out in pay. All tho 
time I was in the F.M.A. I was entiroly satisifod with that union. 

"Scno tine in September 1941 I saw in tho newspapor that Mr. 
ELSHOFF had bought Mine A from Mr. RYAN. Bcforo I went baok to work 
in the fall of 1941 I signed up with UJ87. at tho U.15.T/. building. 

I heard many minors saying that if tho non did not sign up with U.M.TT. 
They would not have any jobs -at Mino a. X an an old nan, and I know 
that if I did not havo a job at Mino a, I could not got a job in any 
other nine because 1 was too old. I signed up with U.11.17. only booauso 
I was afraid that I would not be able to get a job in any other nine. 


v _ « _ _.j at. TT VT Ak. ^ 

X Bignuu up wj.i#u 

meeting in the Elks Club. 


^ Vir ^ 0*1 r*y-\r\A im r +*. ’fr’.ho 

\ j x biia ta _***-*« « a j-j**-'* — f- ' — — 


"Previous to my signing up with U.H. 1 7. I wnt to a union 
mooting at P.H.A. hall whoro the non discussed whothor thoy should 
join tho U.H.W* in order to work at Mine a^TH^IoclI union prosidant 
presided at this meeting. I think it was non voted 

against joining tho U.HJ7 at this moating. I don't rQ nonbor anyone 
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RE* JOHN L. LEVIS, ET >L. 

r 

i 

\ 
t 

talking for U.M#Vf*, and I dan *t rensnber any ocn- i 

nittee being appointed at this ncoting* 

W I hoard that ELSHOFF was going t ° pull * 

aov. 1 fron 1.15 no a through Mino B* I know that ELSHOFF could not do this 
booau r ^ had to b* a lot of d5.gguxg firsts 

*1 heard about a second nooting of the ninors in F.K*a# hai , 
but I did not go to this nesting# I heard that bcug non talked for 

and that there was u fight, but I dcm f t know what tho fight was 

about# 


ISTERVIST *'J1 TH 



seons to no that I repaired a lottor fren RYA1J and E1SHQFF 
a arising that RY.JJ Ind sold Mine a to ElTHvFF* I think that tho lotter 
stated that FLS^CF* 1 was going to open llino a u:\der a U # lln!7# contract# 


"Then I w**nt back to work in llino a, the oonpany was bring- 
ing in nen from al_ o'/er the country* They began to double up in 
sons of the room j The o ora pan/ got nen th'.t did not know how to work 
in this kind of a nine. Sano of the non began to quit* Conditions at 


*4 Ji VVl 


4 n n ci 

juju wo 


rr rs rw4 


f* V 
" J 


if fST*a+-. ^ +* «Anrvid <f.Kfvh +:hfi 


company was trying to push all the old non out, but now tho war is 
on, the Conpany soons to bo satisfied with tho old non. 


rt I hoard the local president, toll sene of 

the nen that if the federal agents cane tc u-iQiFTSCnSJTs, they should 
tell the agents that they do not know anything# Tho nen 
tcld wore formerly employed at lti.no B* Ho novor said 


ttn 1 i .1 ft * t fr -L .1 Lr. * X . J v* A...X r n 

UMOr T;ny U#ii#W* tny non nave vu uv juav «^p 


XVrS VttalA a 4 ^ Ciw4> 
Miu uoAUViiv 


says* If thoy quest ion what he says, they nay got boat up* This is 
what happened under but conditions are better now* I 

was at ano neoting wne^tl^nino^vr- s boaten up, but I don’t know his none* 


"This statement consisting of this and one other typewritten 
page has been read to no, and I state that it is true to tho best of 
my knowledge and reoolleotion* 



flitnossos* 



Speaial Agents, FBI* 
Springfield, 111*" 
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BE i JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


IN TS3VIE Springfiold, 111., 

nan spoaks and understands Englisl^surricTonTl^wS^^novgn^^tjstify, whioh 
he will d - i r nocossary, Ho adraittod having boon arrosnod for drunkonnoss 
in Spri: gfiold, Illinois, bat claimod to hr.ve no othor arrost record. 

" Springfiold, Illinois 

Soptonbor 18, 1943 

nako tho following voluntary stntonent 
whom I know to bo Spocial Agants of tho 
ny ora froo will, with no throats or 



tc 

Fod 

promisos modo to mo. 


11 1 air. livin' at 



pringfiold, 111., and 

an working at Mino A. I was born and cano to tho 

Unitod Statos whon I "ins about a ^^^^^nship whon 

my fathor was nature lisod. I star tod working at Min^^iiJ|H^havinc boon 
a member of tho U.M.W. sinco^j^^H vrhon I joined In 1932, 

I switohod ovor tc tho Prcgros^^t Mino Iforkors of ASSr^^^^^voxoa. for the 
switch, and was in favor cf it, thinking it would bo a ohango for tho hotter. 
In 1941 , I rojoinod tho U.M.h'. 


”1 saw in tho nowspapors that RYAN had sold Mine A to eL& Huff. 
I didn't think anything about it, and didn't hoar any rumors that ho might 
eporato Mino A through Mino B, or that ho would work with U.li.Tf. men only 
in Mino A. Ho ono talkoi to mo about joining tho U.U.Vf. at tho time I saw 
tho nrtico. I joined tho U.H.'n., signing up at U.K.W. Hall. ^Tovon'^gono 
to any mootings at all, oithor cf tho P.M.A. or U.lu.W. I saw 
uptown ono day, and ho told mo thoro was going to bo a mooting at UTmTvV.^^" 
Hall for tho non to sign up. I don't know of any othor mootings whioh might 
havo boon hold, and don't know anything moro about tho mattor. Sinoo I havo 
boon working undor U.li. i. at Mino A I havo soon no difforonco in conditions 
from what thay waro under P»M*A« at tho mino. I signod with U.M.Yf. booauso 
I thought I had to to koop my job, and knor I oouldn't got any othor job. 


**I havo had road tho foregoing to mo, and stato that it is 
truo tc tho best of my knowlodgo. 

A/ 


Springfield, 111." 
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Re : JO® L • LEWIS , ET AL » 


BS TERVlE'i WITH 




iewed 


tember 14 » 1943 by 

This man stated 

^cause he car.no t read or 
write Xiyli* i, and is r.ot even able to write hi^own. n a m e . _ He d oes n o t 
ur.de rs tana English except -short, simple words 

v; as present during the interview. She read the ^tateraeu 
5v.* and advised that it contained everything that 


Special Agents 
that-he :■£ m t a citi 2 £ 


had said in the interview, 
a mark, hut said that everything in tne 
said he has never been arrested. 


declined to sign the 


^ + n “i c 

□ U4UCUJ&UU ■A.*-' VX 



"Springfield, 111. 
Epbcmbcr 14, 1943* 


ith 


make the following statement, 
and i 



freilv and voluntarily to \ . 

r;ho have identify d theinselvos to me as Special Agents o 
Federal bureau of Investigation. No throats or promises have 
been made to i ne to obtain this $Laten£nt* 


presently reside at 

111. , and I an em rXoy^Mnkjne 1 v:as born on] 

the United SI 


no 


11 1 joined the United Mine workers in and staj^ed in 

that union until 1932 when I joined the Progressive Mine Workers 
of America* I rejoined the U*il.w r * in ^41 1 when 1 was working at 
Liine A. I began to work at A in 

11 It makes no difference to ir*e to which union I belong, I 

uninK irai j . d Sio 

,T I saw in the newspaper that kr* Blshoff bought Mine a 
from !ir* Ryan, 


"Before a went to work in the fall of 1941 $ the pit committee 
of P.V..A. told me that I would have to join the U.M.W, before I 
went back to work at Hire a. I did not know why I had to join the 
U.L'.w. I heard that Eishoff wanted both Mine A and 15ine B to 
have the same union* 

n l signed up with at a meeting on a Sunday in September 

1941 at the ^lks Club. At 1 AJ! on lior.day morning Eishoff signed a 
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Re: JO Hi L. LEi.IS, El AL, 


contract with the I don't know why 

the- contract w as not signed on Sunday. A nan 
by tfk. nare ofM ran this meeting. He 
told the men if they wanted to 

go to fork in >iir:- they had to sign up v/itn U.n.Vi. F.imundoen also 
was at .e T.etirg- Ho said that if the n.ui did nut sign "up with 
th_y would wot get a jo'o at the mine. 

- "I do r.ut know anything about any special meetings other 
than the one 1 mentioned, I don't know anything about any special com- 
mittees being appointed to talk things over with the mine management, 

"The reason I joined the h‘ , y , h , was only to keep ny job at 
IJinc a, I was afraid taut 1 would n't have a joo if I did not sign up 
with Since then QX.h'. has treated O.h, It makes no dif- 

ference to me which union has the contract with -tine A, 

This statement, consisting of ‘ " ' 

ge, has be_n -xpiai v: d to me by 




and I state that it is true to 



;e 


and recollection 


"witnesses : 


A/ 




said in tne anucrvieT.'. ttc said the 
statement was true, but declined to 
sign it with a mark. ) 


Springfield, 111* 



J 


i 




RE* JOHN L. LET./IS, ETAL 


(W 






IFT 3HVIS , >7 ym 

pringfiold, Illinois, was intorviowoc 

jnbor 18, 1943. by Spooial Agouti 

Epoak^an^jndprstands Eng] ish vary woll 
ort 11 bo low was road by v.ho too. tod that ovory** 

. Kovrov or , ho dooliaod •no sign it without giving any 
roascns. Jt is bo*iovod his position on the* U.li.V, Pit Committoo may havo 
influenced his refusal. 



and 

The stn'o:.x.rt so 
thing i c it xs vtud 


Springfiald, 111. 
Soptonbor 16, 1943 



^ e ta to- 

frooly and voluntarily to w ^° 
have idontifiod ihor-iolros to n^a^spoc^l Ago.tiT^oi^tn^Podora^Buro&u 
of Investigation. lie throats or proni6os huvo boon mndo to me to obtain 
this statunont. 



"I pr oscntly rosido at 
and am onployod in Mino A. 



"In 1932 I bogan to v/ork at Mino A undor the Uni tod 
Ih.no Vlcrkors. A favr months lator I join' d tha Progrossivo Hino Workars 
of America when they obtained tho bargaining oontraot with Mine A. In 
1941 I rojeinod tho'U.K.Tt. At prosont I am on tho Pit Committoo for U.M.W. 
at Hino A. 


"I don't know any reasons for tho switch from U.M.I7. 
to P.M.A. in 1932. I vus net too satisfied with P.M.A. at Kino A booauso 
it sooned to mo that tho union didn't avon try to onforco tho rights of 
tho minors undor their oontraot. 

"In Soptonbor 1941 I road in tho nwspapor that 
ISr. ELSHOFF bought Mino A from 1 Sr. RYAN. At tho tino I did not think that 
Hino L would rpan up booauso I thought that ELSHOFF would try to oporato 
Mino A through Mine B. At that time llino B did not havo suffioiont 
facilitias and oquipnont to got full production from both llino A and Hino 
B at tho soma tine. Before ELSHOFF bought Hino A, I hoard somo man say 
that Mine A oould bo oporatod through Hino B. 

"Hino B was a nowor mino, and tho shaft of Hino B 
was really olesor tc tho diggings in Hino A than tho shaft of Mino A. I 
thought I would got a job at Mino B if thoy attomptod to mino Mino A through 
Mina B. I know that I would havo to join U.M.VT. in ordor to work at Mino 
B. I did not hoar any rumors that Mine A would bo oporatod only with U.M.W. 
mon. 
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RE* JOHN L# L&flS, BTAL 


(CONTINIED) 


"In September 1941 I wont to a F,M,A* mooting at 
P.M.A* Hall* At this mooting no olaotod a oomnittoo 

cf six to moot with ELSHOFF to ascertain if ho was 
____ — — going to opon Mine A. I don ( t remember who was 

oloctod tc this cumittco* After tho oommittoo was oloctod, I loft tho 
mooting I iio:;rd that thoro was a fight at; this mooting, but I did not boo 
it, or know bra reason for it# 


”1 wont to no othor group mootings oxoopt a mooting 
at tho Elks Club on a Sunday in Soptonbor 1941# I don't ramombor who told 
no about this mooting. Tho purpose of this mooting was to soo if tho men 
wanted to stay in P.H.A# or swing ovort^U#ZI#^^£terao big man whoso namo 
I don't know pr jsidod at tho meeting tho ix.n who pro- 
pesad tho question as to vrhothor we bhou^^Tuay^^^.H.A# or go into U • 

A veto on socrot; ballot was had, and tho majority fa^orod going into TJ*1I#W. 
/if tor tho veto, RAY EDLIUNI6EK oomo to tho meeting# Ho said ho was * l glad to 
havo tho mon back. 1 At this mooting a oommittoG was olootod tc go to aoo 

oomnittoo was 
I don't ronombor 
EDMUiroSEI^S offioo. 
OSC/JTf.-LCETTI was alee thoro# Fir semo reason unknown to mo wo could not 
nako a contract vrith llino A at that hi no bocauso it was Sunday# As I re- 
call ED1IUNDSEN called ELS HOFF by phono and asked him tc oono to his offioo# 

I think EKiUjDSSK callod ELSHOFF tec times# This mooting in EDMJ1TDSEN 1 S 
offioo v/tts about 5 p*m* TTo disoussod cono provisions of tho contract and 
tho pay rata# Thera wasn’t much argument over tho contract# ELSHOFF 
soonod agrooablo# 



^iiftor this mooting I wont hone, and about midnight 

I went tc ELSHOFF'S effiae. ELSHOFF signad tho oontract without any troublo. 


"Since 1941 oonditions at Mino A soon to bo bottor* 
Tho non got ovorything they want. I think ELSHOFF is easior to got along 
with than RYA1? via s . 


"I joinod TJ.M.Yi. in 1941 of ny ovra accord. I was 
I did not havo any roason to boliovo that I would 


getting tirod of P.!1»A ^ 

net got ny job baok at Mino A if I aid not join U.M.W. 


”1 havo road this otatonont consisting of this and two 
othor handwritton pagos, and I stato that it is truo to tho bost of ny knew- 
lodgo and roocllootion. 


" yr v 
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RE: JOHN L. IEV.TS, ETAL 



”Vritn0S606l 


[road 'this eta tenant and stated 
"ovorything in it is truo # but ho doolinod to 


sijn it. 


c 


Re: JCKN L. LEJ7IS, ET AL 




|pringfield, 

Illinois, was Interviewed in his residenc^oi^^ 
Sept ember 15, 1943, by Special Agents mHHH 
This nan does not speak English too well, 
and at times he has troubie~e;tpressing himself. He is also hard of hear- 
ing. H- understands Englishwhor^^^is spoken slowly and clearly* If 
necessary, he will test if said he has no criminal record* 

"Springf ield. 111, 

Septamber 15, 1943. 



promises made to me, 


■ke the following voluntary statement to 
r/h an I know to be Special Agents of the 
ion, of try crun froo Trill, with no threats or 


11., and cm working 

and canc to 



"I an living .a 
at Mine A. I was brra 
the United States in 
I joined the U. K • *7 

n member of the Progressive Line Workers of -America, 
fice in any union. In all the tine I was a member of the P, II* A., I 
liked the union, was satisfied with it, and didn't want to rejoin the U, 

w. 


I never held on of- 


"I saw in the paper that Ryan had sold the mine, and Elshoff 
bought it. Just after this, a special P. Li. A. meeting was held at Pro- 
gressive Kail. Notices of the meeting had been sent out by a committee. 
The meeting was for the purpose of finding out what was going on, and a 
coirrittee was appointed to find out whether Mine A was going to stay 
closed, or whether it would operate. The pit committee of the P. la* A. 
refused to go see Elshoff at Kino B, and refused to have anything to do 
vrith him. Thero was a lol^^arcuing^wid almost some fights. This meet- 
ing was presided over by I think that's the name, presi- 

dent of the P. M. A. locr.^^Ther^W^^o much confusion in the hall to 
know what was happening, and I don't know how the conmittee was appointed. 
The special committee went out, I thought to see Slshctf f^nc^weren’ t gone 
more than ten or fifteen minutes, when they come back. 

on this comitt©©. When they came back to the hall, the^to^wi^^Tne men 
that Elshoff would operate Mine A, but only with U. !1* and that the 
men c ould go back to ork only if they joined the U» II. If* I don’t know 
whether they 6ay Elshoff or not, 

*'.ihen I first heard that Elshoff had bought Mine A, I did wonder 
what would happen to mo. Regardless of the union Elshoff wanted, 1 would 
have to work there, because I was too old to get a job somewhere else. I 
was satisfied with P. II* A., and hadn't been approached by any U. II. IT. 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


men, but would Join U. U. Tf. only to keep 
my job at Mine A- I didn't hear anything about 
Elshoff working Mine A though Mine B and didn't 
hear anything about having to join U. la. W. to f 

work in the mine, before the union meetings, where these things were die- 
cussed# This action at the meeting came bo quickly that it looked like 
it was planned. 



’’About three days after the P. M. A« meeting mentioned^ abgvgj 
I went to another one at Progressive Hr.ll , At this time, 
was the leader of a special committee, and reported to the men for tl 
committee. He said that the men v/ould have to join U. M. YT. to work in 
Mine A, that Elshoff told the committee this, and Elshoff would open the 
nine if the men went U. M. 'f* The co.x.iitee war then told to find out if 
Elshoff was planning to work Mine A through Mi Another meeting waa 
set for the next week. At this meeting, where reported, some of 

the younger Progressives got up and left, and namt cone back. I didn't 
gc to the next meeting, because I was disgusted and told them that if 
everyone else joined United, I would. I don't think there were any U« M. 
"7. organizers at these two meetings, although there might have been. I 
wanted to say something at those meetings, but was afraid I’d lose my 
chance to go back to work if I did, and also because I didn't think it 
would do any good. 


"I signed up with the U. IU VT» at a Sunday meeting at the Elks 
Club. led the meeting and told us, 'Boys, you see what hap- 
pened we want to go to work, we have to join U» M» Yf»' I 

was one of the last to sign up that day. Edmundson spoke to the men, said 
the way they voted was up to them, and that he would stick behind them if 
they got in trouble. I joined the U. M. Yf. , not because I wanted to, but 
because I had to, to keep my job. I still prefer the P. II. A., but con- 
ditions at the mine under the U. M. 17. are entirely satisfactory, and as 
good as under P. M. A. 


"I have had the foregoing, consisting of approximately three 
pages, read to me, and state it is true to the best of my knowledge. 



Special Agent - FBI 
Springfield, 111." 
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Jfc: JOiD! L. LH7IS, 75T AL 


rSTEWIT 




rcgjdcr 


K4 

Agents 

1 

- j* A CO — - 1 - 

tei.tilj 

PM-* 


fe : 


If: . 


tt* ; 
:! 

F-* : 

jv - 

nont to 

WE ' 

of the 


or pro" 


r orkinr 



Tnoxs T:as mterviered at his 
ent enter 15., 1 943, ’JJ‘ Special 
Cr' i understand 
nsecssaiT', iw *111 


It cuiiicieutly veil to \es 
-id he has no criminal record. 


The fcllcring is the singled statement executed by 



"Springfield, HI* 

3epter.be r 15, 1943. 

r.mha the fotloring voluntary state- 
vl on I anev to be Special Agtnts 
?y c jj free rill, rith no threats 


"I an livin’ a 

t line A^I ras uc * 

United States I ras natur alized ii 

joined the Unitec^^Pie Workers i 
1932, then I joined the Progressive nine 



fie ld, r.l., and an 

o the 

__ i I 

ras a nenber until 
, rhile rorking at Peabody 


I!o. 53. In 1938, I began to fork at Mine A, and vas a renter of the ^.U.A. 
until 1941, Then I rejoined the U.H.T . In 1932, Then I joined the P.H.A. > 

I Pitched because I thought re rould ’nave better conditions, I ras sat- 
isfied rith the P.h'.A., never found cnj'thing tad in it, and never regretted 
joining the P.H.A. 

"I sar in the paper that KLshoff bought lline A from Jfc’an. I 
never thought that it rould affect ny job. I felt that I rould have a job 
there regardless of vho ovned line A. I res not approached by anyone to 
join the U.hj . After Fyan cold the nine, I l:n®\ , in general talk rith sone 
of th.: r<en, that Kish off night operate lline A through nine D. I thought that 
if this rould nean that the union rould have to change in Hine A before the 
nen could go back to rorl: there, it vould nal:e no difference to ne. I 
ranted to rork, and liad to vorl:, and I vas rilling to vork under either 
union, just so I could Yjork. I never did hear anything about ULshoff opera- 
ting line A T-itli U.Ii.T. uen only, and figured that t’nat ras T T hat the question 
ras. 

"The only P.H.A. meeting I rent to in September of 1941 , ra e the 
one on Sunday at the Elks Club. I heard of this neeting from the men, and 
heard that it vas to decide rhether the nen rould stay P.H.A. , or join 
the U.h.A. I don't ronenber the ,>ercon y ho conducted the meeting, Whoever 
it t as, ashed the nan to raise their hands if they ranted to join the U.U.W. 
Everybody raisea their hands, but I signed up at that tine rith the rest 
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Ite: JOIB! L. 1H IS, HT IX 



of the nen there. Rdnundson cane in later I 
don’t renenbcr vhether before or after I 
eirned, and said he Tr a s glad ^olcone the 
nen back into the ’J.MJ' . I Sijr.ed up ri "“ 

T, ,r t b er- o- I ranted to have a job. Ho one forced l ne, or tnreatened 
. 1 v"-'od Of nsr oin free mil. Sir =3 the U.I!.T . been at 

‘{Hue h, conations i*vc been just as Good as they tops P - * A * 

ill have had the foresoinr, consisting of tro paGes, read to ne 
and state it is true to the best of ny knowledge. 

- 1 f’ned'l 


,r . itncssesj 
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RE; JQH2J L. LEAIS, ET AL. 


INTEEVir,; T.ITH 


s residence on 


| was interviewed 
Septembe r 19, 1943, by Agent< 

He gave information willingly and fre< 
He stated he had never been arrested. 




It.j following signed statement was obtained frcm] 


^Springfield, Illinois 
September 19, 1943, 

make the following voluntary statement to 

vhom I kr.ow to be Special Agents of the Federal 

Tur^u^^T5^e^?ga?!W^^^? ny own ine will, with no threats or promises 
made me. 




and am work- 
and 

Joined 

X Auburn, 111., end was in that union until 


W I an living at 

ing at 

cams to the Uni tea "Mates 

the’ United Mine '>.orkers in 

1932, when I joined the Progressive iline "Workers of America, at Mine A* 
never held any offios in any union* I we.s in favor of the switch from 


U.K... to F.H.A. in 1932, and was entirely satisfied with F&A all the time 
I was a member of that union. 


"I received a letter from Mr. Ryan in September of 1941, saying 
that he had sold Mine A. The men that I saw and talked to, from Mine A, 
were all spying that the thing to do was to join U.l £*u". , that there 
wouldn't be any jobs for us at Mine A if we didn't. They were all saying 
that Elshoff would only operate with men. 1 also heard, in conver- 


sutler with the 


1- t A.A TTl nU ni' 1*. A- mtil 1 m nn 1 i -aw W4 *ii. 

UUCtO uj k DUUJ.JL ^Uii W&A uni J»-LJ-L« 


Akwnli/rVh 1I\ KA 
WAJ. U MXUV 


B. This talk made me feol that I had to join U.W.T;. if I wanted to keep 
my job at the mine. It didn't make a lot of difference to me which union 
I belonged to. I was satisfied to go along with the majority of the men* 


”1 signed up with the U.M.’A. at the Hall. I was told, at 

Mine A, that all the men who wanted to sign up with U.M.u, should go down 
to their hall, and do it, that we had to do it to keep our jobs. I didn’t 
go to any union meetings during that time, so don't know anything that went 
on, I signed up to keep my job, and no one threatened me in any way. 


After the TJ.H.w. got control at Mine A, the conditions weren't 
as good as they were under Ryan, The rooms were bad, and generally, con- 
ditions were unsatisfactory. I quit working at Mine A in May, 1943, after 
I had asked for better conditions and had been refused. 


This statement, consisting of this and one other page, has been 
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RE: JOHN L. LS^-'IS, ET AL. 



read to ni© # and. I 
knowledge. 


state it is true to the best of ny 



r 

t 


* 


witness- si 



Special -agents, T&1 
Springfield, 111* 
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Ro : JODI L. LTYIS, ET AL 


IiTTERVIET 



in-Ciiav 
sot for+h in 



himself in 


was interviewed at his residence, 

Springfield, Illinois, on th^afion^o^i 
1943, by Special Agents SSSSSSSSSS**^ 
would not make a good ▼’ivnoss due to his 
e English language, Eo Give information 


i allowing statement t 


"Springfield, 111 
September 14, 1^55. 



the Fedora 


is I was born 1 

I am an American Citezer. I am pres^n 




he fallowing statemen; to 
who have idontifiod t.aec -olv.lT to mo to te 
urcau of Investigation. Fo promisee., threats, or consideration 



y empj 
_ '.nd j” 
pocial Agents 


'f any kind has been made.' to no to make this st itement . 


"I have worked at Fine A since I was onployed at Fine A 

at the tine that Ryan sold thj nine to Elshoff. Before that time no one 
wanted to change tho union at Kino A from the Progressives to the United Fine 
'Yorkers. T7o wanted to stay Progressive. That is the way that I folt. TThen 
Elshoff bought the mine, thoro was a lot of talk. I wont to some meetings 
at the Progressive Hall, and at the Elks’_s hall when the men voted to go to 
the Ui:,Y. Ido not remember wh'' it was who told me, but I romembor that 
they tcld me that Elshoff was not going to open up Fins A and hire Progres- 
sives, and that he would keep it closed and toko the coal out through Fine B. 
The Engineer told us one day at a Frogr&ssivo Footing that if wo joined the 
wc~could get cur jobs back. I do not remember his name. I had hoard 
about things at Fine B, end they said that Elshoff would keep Fine A closod 
like he had at ? ! ine E if he had to work with the Progressives. I voted to 
join the UI.E7, and did j' in the TK7. I voted to join the U 1ST, bocause I wanted 
to keep ny job, and wanted to work. Thoy said that we would have to join 
the U?Tr* in order to keep our jobs. I did not want to be a 0137 member. I 
would rather belong to the PIET now. Things are not as good at tho mine new 
as they were before. We get fined, and have to buy our coal from Mino A, 

(the UldYA made this rule) and other things that wo did not have to do when 
Mr. Ryan ran Mine A« 


"I remember getting a letter about the mine, but I do not remember 
who it was from or what it said. 


W T have read the above statement on this page and one other. It is 
all truo ana accurate. 



signed) FBI 

(signed) 
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RE, JCI 7 ?! L. LfeMIS, ETAL 



was interviewed on September 18, 1943, at 


_ INTERVIEW WITH 

his res: 

Illinois 

He advised that he was| 

in Apr.i ^ to — — __ 

would 

just bo a wasto of timo. 
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RE: JOHN L. LEflS, IT AL 


UTFRVir-. T[TH 




it 


was interviewed at hie residence, 
Springfield, Illinois, o n the afternoon oj 

945. bv Special Agents 

EpeakB English so pocriy 


Se ptember 16 

and 

app aarJc ihr.t hedj^not Understand questions asked him, and his answers could 
not be uoJeti* ood. Due to this, no statemenc; was taken. He tried to explain 
to interviewing Agents why it was that he had joined the DIET when he was a 
strong Progressive, He assured that h^jroul^rntherbe^mgibe^of the Pro- 
gressive Mine Workers. He was Se is 


not a citizen of the United States 



Mine A« 


*••»«***,«*,** 



.as interviewed et his residence 

Springfield, Illinois, 

aber 16, 1943, by Spec- 

Agents is a 

person having an apparent inte^^^ence ahov^xna^oitreaverag^fflier. He 
was extremely uncooperative dv.'ir.g the entire interview. His answer to oil 
questions was that he had no coanent. 


He stated that he had no interest in unions, never went to any of 
the meetings, and did net care which union he belonged to. He claimed to 
h r ve been out of the city at the time of the meeting when the vote was taken 
tc go to the mr.T and he did not attend any of the other meetings. Ifhen asked 
if he was satisfied with the union as it was before Ryan sold Mine **A W , he 
would only say that he had no comment. He said there had been no discussion 
of changing unions when the mine had closed in Uaroh. 


ft 


He wf.s questioned regarding whether he had been contacted in ref- 
erence to the investigation, and stated that he had not. However, upo:^the 
A gents rea ching for a typewriter preparatory to preparing a statement 

[ stated that he would sign nothing. rt ’hen Agents advised him tnzx 
ie would not have to sign anything' but that they wanted to write the statement 
so that he could look at it, he said that it would be useless as he would not 
read it. Because of this no statement was prepared. Original notes made by 
interviewing Agents following the above interviei^arebeing retaine<^ntioe 


files 



ield Field Division. 

is employed at Mine A< 


was bora 








c 


Re: JOHN L. L&fIS, E T 4L. 


r 





Agents 
not Cur 0 - 

Erglish 
though h 
that it 


lan*. age ar d 
e rsfused vo 
was true and correct. 


lt.p a f tp"n?on of Septem ber 

J r, 

witness due to nis poor un dersta o ding 01 the 
his accent which is Q.j'ficult to uiderstand. AI- 
sign the following statement, he assured agents 


"Springfield, 111 
September 14, 19^3. 



name is — 

I am an I mak e the fol low- 

ing statement to 

have identified tK'ifnelve^t^tt^Toot^>peci^^!s>.nts or tne 
Federal Bureau of investigation. No promises, threats or considera- 
tion of any kind hr-?, been made to me to gat me to make this state- 
ment. 

"I worked at lane *■ for about Mevcars until B^cember 194 1, 

:d. I am now working 

I was employed at Line h at 

the mine was Ryan to Elshoff. before that time the men at 




X-riG mine *6i’6 uiCmbtrs uf tiiC rivg 


. _ _ w»V-iTi wc ti vr\f' ‘V'S #>fl 

mm wi cvw j. *j -f »j- j. 


They liked that union, and there was not much talk about changing. 
There might have been some. I liked the Regressive i-ine Yforkers, 
and would have liked to stay in that union. I do not know what 
happened that made the men change. I do not go to the meetings 
very often because I cannot hear very well. I only went to the 
meeting at the Elk 's Club when they signed up for the Ulff. I 
signed up that night, but I do not remember what else happened. 

I wanted to work, and so I signed up because the whole rest of the 


“L « y, ”1 C- ~i j~w *r~\ r-} tin 

JLU^=i-L UigiJOU W-j-'w 


"1 do not recall getting any letters about changing Unions. 
I did rot care much which union I belonged to, just as long as I 
could work, but I was satisfied with the way things were going 
before. 

"I have read the above statement on this page-. It is all 
true and accurate. 



F.B.l. 
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RE: JOHN L* LEWIS, ETAL 



INTERVIEW WITH 


miner* Ho vrculd make a good witness. He claimed to have never been con- 
tacted in reference to this case and knew nothing about it. However, he re- 


true t 


threats, or consideration of any kind have been made to mo to make this 
statement. 


there in 1941 when RYAN sold the mine, I remember that the men at the local 
changed from the Progressive Mine Workers to the United Mine Workers at that 

time# I do not know why the men made a change. Before that time there had 

been no talk among tho men about changing unions as far as I can recall, I 
was not interested in union activities very much, I live too far out, and 
did not go the meetings often. I did not care much which union I belonged 
to, as I had to work, and either union was alright, I did not got to any 
of the meetings where the men discussed changing over to the U14V. I signed 

up after the meeting when the men voted to go to the UM-tT. I have no further 

comment to make. 



Springfield, 111. 
September 17, 1945 



■H I was born i 
I make the followin 

who have identified themselves to me to 
oau of Investigation. No promises. 



*1 havo worked at Mine A for almost 20 years, I was employed 


n l have road tho above statement on this page. It is true 


and accurate. 


, FBI 


I 


» 




He: J0I2 T L. 1T.TIS, UT AL 


ETTEHVIITT VflTH 


who resides at I 

Springfield, Illinois, was interviewed on 

nhor 14. 194 5. by Special Agents 

would make a good witness, he has 
iv average r.incr. Ho speaks good English 



and can express himself well, 
follcwinr ai'.ned statement : 


He gave the information set forth in tho 


"Spr ingf ield, 111 
September 14, 19"53. 



"!fy name is was. borr 

make- the f ol^wTn^sxatHcnt to 

who have identified themselves” to me to t>e special ”ATgeifts 
Fractal Bureau ef Investigation. Ho pro.n< so ; throats, or considera- 
tion of any kind has been made to mo to make’ttus statomont. 



"I worked at I'ine A from June 1934 until the nine was sold to 
Carl Elshoff in the summer of 1041. In 1941 when the mine was sold, it 
was closed because of seasonal closuro, as was the usual custom. I was 
on the pit committee of the local IrogreBcivo Kinc Workers of America union 
at I'ino A, local #51. Until the time that the mine was sold, there had been 
no talk that T heard of about anyone wanting to change unions. The men were 
all satisfied with the operation of the i rogrossives, and the local. 


"■.Then Elshoff bought the mine we had a meeting of the local to 
sec what was going to be done with the mine. I went to the mootings at the 
Progressive Hall. There had been many rumors going around as to what Elshoff 
vras^goin^ to do with the mine. Host of the men thought, at least I know that 
I thought, that Elshoff would favor the UIT. , because of things that wc had 
heard had happened at I.'ine E. A3 I recall we elected a committooe to talk 
to Elshoff, and if I recall the committee could not find loim. A new committee 
talked to him, and they reported back to us that he had told them that he 
-would not open up under the il'A, but would keep tho mine closod, and take the 
coal out .through mine B. The mon wanted to work, so they want and joined 
the UK.' on the promise or hope that they would be able to have their jobs 
and "working conditions exactly the same as before. I did not want to join 
the Ul£7 , and was able to get another job. I never went to any of tho 
mootings at any other place than the J-rogrcssive Ilall, 

"I recei ved a lette r and a card about the meetings to be hold at 
the othor halls. signed the card, inviting ne to one mooting. 

The other a as a le^^^s^nc^ny Ednunson, telling us that we would be able 
to cone back into the m jTv.’ithout any prejudice otc. and would be able to run 
our local as we had before. This letter also said something about Hine A 
having been sold, and that it might not open. I do not recall the details of 
what it said about whether he could promise that it would be opened, or not. 
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Res JOCT L. LEVIS, ET AL 





(continued) 


"At tuc mootings at the ISC7 hall, flpUHlB was the ona . , 
*who told us about what would happen. There were other nw 
on the comittoe tut I do not recall right now exactly who 

they vjcr-,. 


tack to thx 


c_d not intend to join tho tll.7, nd would not go back, I did go 
TLire a Tow days after it opened up to -get ay tools vhich I had 


left tolcw Then I had lost workod. I talkc-d to Jack Klor&, who was mino 
superintendent at tho atime, asking him if I could go down and get ny tools, 

T!c told He that I woul"5""Tnavc to ask the moj^vh^v^^^s^^^Jing out in front 
of th^ffice^^E ' think that Jack 51asgo-3^|MJ||^Hp| Baungftrner* 
and and sons others were aroun^tnero^^^talhed to ono of 

the hoard Trier.' crj, and one of the other foJlows. They told me t hat I Wjj 
have to sign up with tec 0I.IV or I would not he able to go down, 
told no that it was his orders to keop anyone frrr. going down who" did not sign 
up with the UIEY. I •■•. anted t o pot my father : s tools too, but they did not 
let r.o go after then, fjm^told me that ho would hare them brought up for 
no, but I never got t> o then. A set of tools was worth at that time about 
$35 to $40, J 

"I never went back into the nines, I would have gone back to the 
nine if 1 could have gone Lack as a t r ogre ssive. 




"I gett a job at 

I in Spring Tic 

ff I was always satisfied with the Trogrossive ttino Torkors of 
America. 1 think that the men all felt the some as I did. I talked to stony 
non v;ho did go back to the mine and csk them why they went back as TJWE*. They 
told ne that'they did not want to go buck as U1&7, but that they had to work, 
and they thought’ that they would have to join the UHw in order to koep their 
jots. 

"I have read the at ove statement on this page and two othor pages. 

It is all true and accurate. 


K signed) 



■ i~nod) FE-I 

(signed) F.B.I." 


_ r*r _ 


L'.f 


■* r - 


r : r**;* • ;r' w /'\ tv *"* 


V : 


;■( 


( I*. ■ f 


LL’wlS, LT AL. 


was interviewed at nx~ 
Sprir.gfioD d. 



by Sp-ciil agents 

ran i_ j apc could not r_ turn to work after the mine was opens-- 
iLi'.'C/T. H- was unable to attend any of the meetings where the dis- 
cussions rar „ held concerning the change 01 unions, &rd_he advised that 
he had alv.'ays beer, 
at hire a. 


itisfied with the operation of the PMf while working 


:_S 


:S not returned to work as yet. 


a signed statement was not obtained from 
has not information pertinent to this invest g.tidrT 


He was born 1 


He is an 


inasmuch 

American 


citizen 






^*v‘ i . 


pr? 

e; : rv> 



Re i JOHN L* LET* IS, ET AL 



TfTTTH interviewed at hie residence, 

! Springfield, Illinois, on the 
ember 15 * 1943^ by Pp jcjlal 

Agents 

aiuhougr. Lav; 25 a very hoavy~ 

Agsuts *co Ne s person of high intelligence ^nd education, he 
manners vanish u*ould normally be found only on a very polished 
^entle^an. He does not appear to be nearly as old as he is* He 
does not have a great de&l of information, but would be a good 
witness except for his accent* He is not difficult to understand* 

:~e gave information set forth in the following statements 

•Springfield, 111* 
Ropteir-ber 15, 1943* 


»vy name is was born 

I am on Am-? new emplo ye d, at I line A* 

make the foil or: ing stotemor; tc | 

v;ho ha,ve identifisd be Spebia- 

;he Federal Bureau cf Investigation. No promisee, threats 
or consideration of any kind has been made to me to make this state- 
ment* 



tt I have worked at f ine A for MH^H^/ears. I was working 
there in 1941 whan iline A was bought bj^an^Bl Before that time 
I did not hear anytono talking about changing unions at the mine* 

I do not care much about unions. I would be satisfied with either 
union* I did not want to change unions because it did not make any 
difference to me which union I belonged to. 

*1 do not understand English very well. I went to mootings 
oc oas e ionnlly but I do not remember very well what happened at them, 
Secu^se“l”dTd not always understand what was said* I was at a meeting 
at the Progressive Hall, and the meeting at the Elk 1 e jKiub when the 
men voted to go back to the United 1-line Workers. As I recall they 
told ue that the Kine Would not be opened unless we joined the Ul!t* 

I do not remember who Tt was vho told us that* % e thought that 
becaufio Kino B had the U!tf and they would want to continue at Mine A 
vith United Kine Tforkors. Since it did not nuke any difference to 
ins T/hich union I belonged to, I joined the UlU* 

*1 have read the above statement on this page and it is true 
and accurate- 

/&/ 
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RE: JOHN L. El AT. 




II.'TERVI 


was interviewed at his residence 
Springfield, Illinois, on th^^rninf^of^^^ 
>Tr 18, 1943, b y Special Agents 

and hearing^^^^^^^^tfW^e 

hi ir, s tlj^T^^nawinSieTlTfe^ceRb o ve that of the average miner. He 
gave informi-'ion set put in the following signed statement. 


''■Springfield, 111* 
September 18, 1543* 


;or.o is 1 was born in| 

the following 

to |hH| who have 

themselves to m^t^o^opeci&l Age^^^^u^tn^reo^u^oure au of Investi- 
gation. No promises . threats, or consideration <.f any kind has been made 
to me to make this statement . 


M I have worked at Kine A since about I was employed there 
in 1941 when Ryan sold the mine to Elshoff. The mine was closed down that 
summer, but I was working there when the mine closed seasonly in March or 
April. I intended on going back when the mine reopened. 


"I do not know much about why the men changed unions about that 
time. There had boon no talk about changing unions prior to tho timo that 
the announcement of the sale waB made • I think that the men wore satisfied 
with that union, although I was not too interested in union affairs, and 
did not go to the meetings regularly. 

M After the mins was sold, I heard that the mine was going to be 
closed and the coal taken out through Mine B. I do not remember where I 
heard this, but I think that it was in the newspaper. I went to the meet- 
ing at the Elks ' s club when the men signed up for the United Mine i«orkers» 

I had gone to ncTother meetings. I went to that meeting for the purpose 
of signing up with the TM»7. 

R I believed that if we joined the United Mine Workers, that wo 
would get back to work sooner* That is the main thing that influenced mo 
in changing unions, and I think that is what influenced the other men* 

"I do not recall what happened at the meeting at the E lks *» . 
There was so much noise that I could not hear very well, and I did not pay 
too much attention. Ray Edmu son talked that day, but I do not loiow what 
he said. I went to the Elk's - Hall for the purpose of signing up with the 
UM7I, because I thought that if we were UM«i men that the mine would be re- 
opened sooner. I believed this because I had heard that if sre did not the 
coal would bo taken out through Kino B. 
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RE: JOHN L. LETJIS, ET AL. 



who I think in an organiser 

ror xne u»u, — around the mine a few 

after it opened, but I do not know wha . he wa S 

there . 


*1 recall that 
for the I Mi., was ou 


** 2 iuve read the abov© ptateiiieriu 
It is all true end uccurate. 


on this page and one other page* 


i 


c 


Re: JOrlJ L. LEWIS, ET UL. 




ft-'. 

i- 


IK TER VIE >7 WITH 



was interviewed at his residence, 
'pringfi.eld, Illinois, on the 

■hay. i > iqy'i. Vw ‘Vp.rial Agents 



ilir.a A at ih' time that the cnangt - 

that he v»c"id have to join the ULii in order to obtain the benefits 
of the union inasnuoh as he could no longer work. He did not want to 
join^yt^E^iandwouWhavo preferred to stay in the PM&. He was born 

He is an Azaericar, citizen. 


In vie??. 7 of the above circuisstaiic as ^ 
quested to execute a signed statement. 


-as not re- 



1 


Rj: JCO t L. LS"JS, et al 


IFTE^Tl. * ITH 




r>eclal Agent's 

seamed to bo a 


'as interviewed 
~and j 

ve:y “cooperati eiSSmuai anu also seisicd to have a 

fair? y /one recollection of cjvent^that Iio had personal Kr.cr.vled^c of at 
the ti. it,; o_ their occurrence, ^^'’oor not speak English fluently 
end is slow in comprehending the moaning of questions put to him al- 
though it is felt ho would be a favorable witness for the Government 

After he had executed his signed statement flBhs toted that about 
on SL.pt~nb.-r 3 or 4, a nan r,iom he kru?r to t>c th^^^^^^^^d^Soard member 
for the DTI, had addressed r. group of non at JUnc A. ■B^fcstated this 
man was aboui 53 years of age, but ether than that ccrU-d give no further 
inf ormotior: as to his identity. A' 5 boot as he could recall, this unknown 
man advised the min rs that if any iodoral Tier. ..med to talk to thou 
about conditions at in mines they should say they didn't know anything 
and had not seen any* oing wrong r.t thv. mines ; that the best Tray to stay 
out of trouble -was to sry that they didn't know anything . 

m^BL:tat r o that he '■'.'r.t, not impressed by the man and that any time 
the v anted to krer- anything he \:ould talk if he had any 

information. 

executed the following signed statement s 


m 

Scpt. 14, 1943 



make the folioring voluntary statement tc 
Spocial founts of the Federal Bureau of Invosti- - 





gaxrcrrr. no xnr-axs or promises nav*. ue <j.i o»itlo to induce me to make any 
statement. 

"I teas born a 
citizen in about 
and work at liino 47 

"I started r orkinr^tHinc A in about 1936 and had been r. member of 
the U.lS.b. since aboutf^^ I have never hold any office in progressive 
or united, I was working m panther Creek #1 in 1932 when the state rent 
progressive and I signed up with then at that time. At that time I was 
100^ for progressive, but didn't have anything to do with the start of 
the union, '..hen I first started at Mine L everything rent along fine 
^nd +h r- mon txoro A.11 srvtijfiod. 


"The rainc shut dovn in the spring of 1941 and I got a letter from 
Ufan tolling mo that he had sold Jfino A to ELshoff. Since I lived in 
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Ite: JOHN L. LHTilS, ET AL 


flBHK didn't go to many of the progressive meetings. 
^c^raiTember geung tu one ur Uiti mor.tings 

and I think it was at Ifedman's hall. I guess nothing 
•was settled at this meeting except that all of the 
men vho were at that meeting seemed to be in favor of progressive. 

I re^rJbor that some of the men were appointed to a cevesittee to go 
see Zu.hoff. Most of the men scorned to t.h^nk that they had to join 
United in order to keep their job, but I can't explain why they all 
felt that way. Somebody said both Mine A and Mine B would be run by 
one union and they all seemed to think that unless united men ran the mine 
it wouldn't open in the fall* 



"I didn't go to any other meetings St was not at tho meeting in the 
>iks Club vh „n the run decided to pc United, I was never beaten or 
threatened in any vv.y, but had the foaling that it night happen some 
day. I joined the United Mine t.ori.ers union, because I was afraid I 
would lose my job a.t nine A if I didn't sign up. I went to a meeting 
at the U.T'.V. hall after the meeting at the Elks and at that time I 
joined the U.M.T.. I had been working about two weeks when I joined in the 
fall of 1941. 


"This stat orient has been road to me 
true to the best of my memory. 



<and it 


1 *! 



Special Ayents, F.B.I. 
U.S. Dept, of Justice" 


r - • 


\ 



Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAI. 

f 




- 






vas interviewed at his residence, 

Springfield, Illinois, on the after noor 
15. 194 3 by Special Agents 

| is a person who has good cc-.jnand oJ 

^ng j.is n j.ar.ga:.^e , can express himself well., and has an intilligenoe above 
that of the average miner. He was uncooperative, and it appeared to 
interviewing Agents that he was concealing facts, and relating circumstances 
which did not correspond with his knowledge of the situation at Mine A* He 
studied the statement set forth below, and then started folding it, 
preparatory to putting it into his pocket, and stated that he would have to 
see his attorney about it. He was advised that the statement was for the 
use of Agents in preparing a report, and that he need not sign it if he 'did 
not care to sign it. He then studied the statement, at some length. During 
this study he stated that the statement would not hold ary weight unless he 
signed it. Upon the completion of the study he returned it to Agents saying 
that there was nothing in it anyway, and he guessed it could do no harm. 

He was asked if it was true, and he stated that it was, and related what 
he had told the Agents. 


* 


11 Springfield, 111. 

September 15, 1943 

"My name is I was born in j 

I am _anA 2 £iJ^SI^citizen^I make the following statement to 
and who have identified themselves to me to oe bpecial 

Agcnts^o^c^^^^ere^^R!reau of Investigation. No promises, threats, or 
consideration of ary kind has been made to me to get me to make this statement- 




In 

t.ime that 

the Mine was sold. Prior to the sale of the mine, there had not been any 
discussion or agitation that I know of among the men to change unions. I do 
not know what they were thinking. I personally, did not care much which 
union I belonged to. I was satisfied then and I am satisfied now under the 


«I did not attend many of the meetings. I was at one meeting at the 
Progressive Hall, but did not stay long enough to know what happened. I was 
out of town on the day that the meeting was held when the men voted about 
changing the unions. When I came back, I went and signed up with the UMV. 
There was no compulsion exorcised ty the Progressive Mine Workers to keep me 
or any of the men in the PL3< that I know of, and there was no compulsion fcy 
the United Mine Workers. I do not know wty the men changed, I had heard 
some rumors about working the mine from Mine B, but I did not pay apy 
attention to it. I had not taken part in the discussions or heard much 
about changing until after the meeting when they did change. I did not 
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Re; JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 



and acc i'.u'^u 


care, as either union was alright as far as 
concerned^ 

"I have read the statement on this page, * 


F.B.I. 

F.B.I.*' 


I am 

, is tare 





c 


f i 


R c: JOtfi L. LERIS, ST AL, 


IKTLRVISA uTTH 



ana 


I who resides at 

oprirgiic-ia, ixiinois, was interviswcu on the 
. afternoon nf Sr nt.,-.ir,hpr 1/. IQ/,? by Special "gents 

1 would not rnake a 


go w d wit.. .Se du- to ar. inability to express ninself and a -ery poor 
nifiory. Hi Tarnished inforiaation as set forth in the following signed 
statement. 


"Springfield, Ill_ 
September 14, 1943* 



Ar:r.ts of itk, 
or consideration i 
ar.d accurate. 


I was bom ini 

i.T.rican cif ^ t I am row empl^ 

to j _ 

identified to be Specie] 

bureau of Investigation, ho promises, threats, 
f rj'.r kind has been made to ne. It is all true 



t hivt v.jrkcd it lino A siric-6 
ployed there in 1941 when Ryan sola his interest to 


T was en- 
r Elshoff. Be- 


fore Ryan sold the nine, th..re was no talk about changing unions. 

I guess everybody was satisfied with the Progressive lire Workers. 

I did not car; much which union I belonged to, but I would have been 
satisfied to have stayed under the* Progressive lane iVcrkers. I 
do not Know why the men changed unions. Elshoff bought the mine, 
and so they changed urior.s. I guess they wanted to have the same 
union at both mires run by Elshoff. I do net know why they changed. 
I went to only ore rooting where the ratter was discussed at all* 
That was th: meeting at the "Ik f s club hr 11. All I can remember is 
that they signed up for the ULfo* at that tine. I signed up because 
the majority was going to. I did not care r.uch which union I be- 
longed to. I do Hot know why the* uth^r t.cn signed up, or changed. 

"1 have r„ad the above sta turret on this page. It is all 
true and accurate. 

/£/ 



( 


V 


no: join: l. leais, et al 


f- 






who resides at| __ __ 

Springf ieTc!^^Tl inois , was interviewed on th^afternnon 
of Soptembe^^^^^^^^y Special Agents 
~ n .. rake an average 

;-> u - and an intobligenoe which 

exceeds th'-t of the average minor. Ho refused to execute who following 
scat orient but assui od that it was true: 

•Springfield, 111 
September 14, 19^S. 

I was born ini 

I Tuako the roJ 
v ho have identified 

thcnsoXvi'S t a nc t a mi; z " a g Special Agents oi t.’C rc^~oral Bureau ef 
Investigation, V77~ pl^iaises, threats, er consideration of any kind has been 

J- i- MftVn +■ V ■? «* «? +■ ^ +*■ V\-4- 

nCluC l/ J lilt f V. I iwi-f-v Wiaj ou^uu.'.wuw* 




lt^Byo&re. I was employed at 
iresWao Elshoff. Before the 


"I have wark.d at r.inc A for about, 

{.-line A in 1941 when 3yan sold out his inter 
announcement of that I had heard no discussion about changing unions. There 
was a 1-t of confusion and some dinstisfaction with the I rorressives. There 
was n. talk before that, however, about changing uni ns. 

"I went t i one meeting at the Irogressive Hall, when they were 

. 1 , I « 1 ■ e g ** Vi ^ r*. O 'Yiirvu'nl" cVs t r\ -of 

discussniT r/hat tnoy sn '-uic do ouju^ unions f j.nc cnc vi ^ 

r'i.ne .I. That nivht, ne one know what they wanted to do. It was nil confused. 
I thought that they did not know what they were going to do, so I did not 
bother to go to any other meetings. I decided I would do whatever the 
majority did. 1 did not go to the mooting at the Elks *£ when they voted to 
a to the E?>7. 1 signed up later. 

"I did not care particularly which union I belonged to then. 1 
was satisfied with the way things wore then, and I an satisfied now. 

"1 have read the above statement on this page only. It is all true 
and accurate. 


[(signed) FBI 


(signed) FBI" 
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Eo j .inim l- i*rriS, ET AL 



•Springfield, 111, 

Soptennbor 14, 1943. 

mane is i s I e born ir 

on y^BatASaS—Citczcn. I nako the following statomoi 

who have idontifiod thorns olvos 
or.ts of tn^cCCTcWurccu of Investigation, Ho 
, throats, or coneidoration of any kind has boon rondo to no to get 
r.c to ■"■eke this statement. 



to r.K to 
prort iosc 



"I have worked at Kino A einoo 1935. I was omployod at Kino A at 
the tine that Ryan sold hie interest to Elehoff. Beforo that time I 
had heard no talk about changing tho union fron Progressive to Unitod ltino 
Yforkers. I v;as Eatisfiod with the way that the Progressive Mine Workers 
were operating, and I think that most of tho minors wara too, Tfhon Elshoff 
bought tho irino, there was seno talk about vrhat was going to bo dono, 

I went to some of the meetings at tho Progrossivo Hall, I did not go to 
any other mootings. I do not romomber who it was that told mo, but I 
remember that they said that Elshoff would not open Kino A unloss we joinod 
the United Kino VTorkore. I also heard that if we did not Join the Ulff that 
he would take the ooal out of Hina A through Kino B. I had heard that 
Elshoff favored tho United Kina Warkors , and had favorod tho Ullf at Kino B» 
So me thought that he would favor tho XTJSii at Kino A. 

•I did r.ot attend the ncoting whan thay voted to go to the Ul¥t. 

I joir.od later. I joined, the UJ5 r bocausc I had to to keep ny job and work 
at Kino B. I would havo proferrod to have etayod in tho PUT. 

•I plan on quitting I'inc A In tho next for; days, end finding eono 
kind of work on tho outsido. I do not think that tho conditions at llino A 
arc as good r.ow as they woro under tho Progressives. Tho local passed 
rule that wo oould not talk in our own languages at tho roino, and if wo did 
thoy fined us. I bcliovc in froodon, and I waB not gotting it at Kino A 
under tho XJI4T, 

•I got some sort of lettor, fron the Unitod Nine Workors I boliovo, 
As noar as I can remember, this lotter askod us to join tho Ul^T, and told 
ue that if wo did that Mipo A would opon, and that wo would got our jobs 
back. 
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He i JOEN L. LBinS, ET AL 


TUTERVIE'. Vi'JTH 



and ^^^^^^^pstanding around 
06 ert o r -ffi^SR^^oponed. Thoy -wore 
ornlng for a oouplo of wooks or so. I ao 
not know what thoy -wore doing thoro. 


*1 8 aw 

the nino o 

thorc overy 


* I havo read tho atoovo 
It is all true and. accurate. 


*ta tenant on this page and one other pago. 


(signod) 




Re; JOHf L. LEWIS, ET AL. 




M. ... 








who resides at 

Springfield, Illinois, was intervif 

on th^even^T^o^Segtemberl^^g^^Jy Special 

agents would 

make an average witness. H^na^ar^ntelHgenc^aDov^una^oT the 
average miner and can express himself well. He is not too difficult to 
understand, despite the fact he has no teeth. He furnished the follow- 
ing information as set forth in his signed statement. 

"Springfield, 111* 

September 14, 1943. 

I was bom in 
1 anwjov^mp^yed at 
Lowing "statement tcflfl^flH|HHHB andj 
who have identifiedt^^^^^^^^^^e to be opeciaj 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No promiese , threats, 
or consideration of any ki_d have been made to me to make this statement. 
I an grilling, if necessary, to go to court and make this statement. 





"I have worked at Mine A since about 
a in 1941 when Byan sold out to the 


■■p 

lane u c 


I was employed 

at Mine a in 1941 when Byan sold out to the Mine £> coal company. 
Before that time there was nc talk about changing unions, or going 
over to the Uiii. I was a member of the r rogressive Mine Workers of 
America. I would just as soon have stayed in the PKW but I joined 
the UiLV when the rest of the men did, in order to stay and work 
out there. 

"As I understand and recall, there were some meetings at 
the Progressive Hall. At the first meeting, the men did not know 
what was going to be done about the mine under the new ownership. 
There had been a let of rumors, and so a committee was appointed 
to go and see Elshoff and find out what he was going to do with 
the nine, as I recall this committee could not find Elshoff, At 
the next meeting a flew committee wa3 formed, and they went to see 
Elshoff. They could not find him, and someone in the meeting sug- 
gested that they get in touch with Hay Edmonson and that he would 
find Elshoff. They evidently found Elshoff right away. The committee 
care back to that sane meeting I think and reported that Elshoff 
told then that he did not plan to open Mine A with Progressives, 
and would take coal out through Mine B. I was not oh the conj^^tee , 
_what I recall th at the committee annovoced. 

twere on that committee i think. 



■! &Vi\ 
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Re; JOtti L. LEmIS, ET AL. 



tt I went to the meeting at the Elks Hall 
when the men decided to go back to the 
U10*. I joined the UK* that night, because 
I could see that the rest of the men 


were gi-ir.^ to do that, and I did not want to be left out. I wanted to 
v?ork, and I could see that I would have to join the UlA' inordsr to work. 


"^fter that meeting, Ednunson came to the meeting, and talked. 


I do not recall what he said. 1 do not think that he promised to get 
<Lne opened up again for us. 


workers, but I wanted to v/ork, and P had to join the Ui£«< in order to 
work. Ihat is the reason that I Joined. I thought that the rest of 
the men were going United, and 1 would go too. 

"1 have reaa the above statement on this page and one other 
page. It is all true and accurate. 


would just as soon have stayed in the Progressive liine 





•'V 





i® t JQJjy L. USUIS, BTAL 


INTERVIEU V.'ITH 




lincis, was interviewee 
18, 1943, by Spooial Agonts 


Springfield, H- 
clonco cn Soptambcr 



;iry . uo sai ( 
criminal rocord. 


spo&KS unu unuorsT»nQ6 toKUBii sUfficiuQtxy »«« 

laimod to havo no 


b willing to tostify. 


Springfield, Illinois 
Soptombor 10, 1943 


"I , tho following voluntary statement 

tc Wmm I knw to bo Special Agonts of tho 

Podoral Suroou of Investigation, ci my own froo will, with no throats or 
premises nado tc mo. 

ld living at |tf^flH|^HH|^^^Spr^igfiold, 111*, and 

cn working at Mi no A* X was and oamo to 

tho Unitod States in naf^fl^BWRLnH^^J^Toinod w^ntor- 

nationa l mino un ion i^jjH^m^ and transforrod 

In 193Z^tho switah fron tho United Mino Workers to tho 
^^grossivoMinoWorkors nado no difforonoo to mo, X just wanted to work* 

I found no difforonoo in tho unions. I ro joinod tho U.M.v?. in tho fall of 
1941. 


”l saw in tho nowspapors that RYAN had sold Mino A to EL5H0FF* 

T t Aw I +■ Vy> e* +■ trrVi n + to mftVn of t and didn f t wrho'fehor I would havo 

i, LL4 Uii V «M(UM J M u V v W * • | * • — — — — - ' 

a job thoro or not, I hoard somo oonvorsation, about that timo, that 
ELSHOFF was plunnipg to oporato Mino A through Mine B, that it would bo a 
nila shorter hnulngo. I also hoard that ELSHOFF was planning to oporato 
Mino A with U.Ii.'V. mon only. In spito of all this talk, and rumors going 
nrcund, I didn’t think tho P.M.A. at Mino A would give in, booauso I know 
thoy woro a tough union to swing* 



"About this timo I wont to a mooting at Progrossiva Hall. 

T * ,r*- r-» 1 n Ai-i 4 Mn AA4 v\ is A Viy*>Mn r Vi ^ i4 rtv«i I A /Wrt wvV. n +■ Vr TN'nrtWri A Va A* i'w »~i T rm r\ A” 

X rv<xo x IJ k,j i/uiu^, vnui v> j ixxlx \x<s±i w> svaiv/m rrt a*-* v ai i/ua ut u a. RU y 

thoro, but thoro was a lot of- loud talking whon I got thoro. 

was talking about tho bonofits of swinging ovor to U.M.W. Ho "Sale 

thoro wouldn’t bo jobs for tho mon at Mino A if thoy didn't switoh ovor. 

Thoro wue a lot of oonvorsation, both pro and oon, in small groups around 
tho hall. It didn’t mako any difforonoo to mo. I just wantod to go along 
with tho majority, and it nado no difforonoo whothor it was P.M.A. or U.M.W* 
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RE* -JOHN L- UEWIS, ETAL 



11 X attondod tho mooting hold at tho Elks Club, but oaoo 
in Into at this mooting, too^!Tho raon had alroady 
~XCO;/TIHUED) votod to join U.U.W., and ^^had boon olootod 

prosidont of tho now U.L5.TI, iooal. I toow tho Tos t 
cf tho officers by sight, but not by namo. EDMUNDS CM spoko at that mooting, 
and said ho v-as glad to soo tho non baok. Ho promised a squaro doal to all 
tho non. I don't ranonbor any oomnittoos being appointed to soo ELSHOFF 
at oithor cf tho mootings •! attondod. I Joinod tho U.M.Y7. at this nooting 
at tho Elks Club. Thoro waB no prossuro put on mo to sign, and I was oontont 
tc go alon?: with tho majority. If tho majority had dooidod to stay with 
tho P.M.A,, I would havo stayed P.M«A« Sinoo tho U.M.Vf. has boon baok in 
at tho mine, I havo soon no difforenco in working conditions fran what it 
was undor tho P.M.A. 


t 


"I havo road tho ferogoing, consisting of approximately 
twe pagos, and stato it is truo to tho bost of my knoirlodgo* 



Spooi al Agonts, 
Springfield, 111 ." 


N 
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Ite: JOHN L. LS IS, ET A l 



v r as interviewed in his 

residence on September 15> 1943 by Special Agents 

„ - X s _ n *1 -i -v, 

this nan unaersianus i vcxjr 

veil anu can express nmseii clearly. He is an easy-going type of person 
and he expressed his desire to stay out of trouble. He said he has no 
crininal record. 


[executed the following signed statenent: 


"Springfield, HI. 
Septenber 15, 1943» 

«!, i statement freely and 

ho identified 

themselves to of Investigation. 

No threats or promises have been made to ne to obtain this statement. 


"I presently reside at 
am employed in Mine A. I vas born on 
to the United States in|H and v:as 

m. 



111., and 
I cane 
IprSTgf ield. 


"I began to vrork in Mine A in I vas a member of the United 

Mine W orkers at this time, having been a member since In 1932 I 

joined the progressive Mine 1 orkers of America. I liav^^^^n little differ- 
ence in the tvo unions. It makes no difference to me to vhich union I 
belong. The p.H.A. treated ue o.k., and nor.' the U.M.T . is treating me o.k. 

«1 know that I heard that llr. Etshoff bought Mine A from Mr. ftran 

but I don't know rho told me this, Then I heard that Elshoff had bought 

Itme A., I asked Jack Karess, a superintendent, if I still had a job at 
Mine A. He said that I still had a job. This vas just a day or tvo before 
Mine A opened in the fall of 1941. I'n not sure, but I think that Karess 
said that I : ould have to join . vher. I started back to vork in Mine A. 

As I recall some nen had already said that Mine A had a contract rith 
U.’I.I . Just before I r ent back to t ork at Ilino A, I vas working in the 
line, but I didn't like ry timbering job there, and van ted to 



"I did not go to any P.K.A. meetings, and I never did hear, about 
rhat vent on in them. 


"Conditions at Mine A are o.k. for ne not.', and are just as good 
as they vere under P.JI.A. 


/ 


( 



Bs: JOHN L. LE'.IS, ET AL 


T ' 

^continued) 



"This statement consisting of this and one other 
handrritten page has been read to me, and I state 
that it is true to the best of my knowledge and 
recollection. 


(Signed) 



c © 

EEt JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


INTERVIEW WITH 



Springfield, Illinois* 
wa 6 interviewe d in his resid ence on September 16, 19*o, py 
Special Agents andj ^ ^ 

1 speaksan^under^ands English very well • lie 
he is willing t<5 testify in court. He claimed to have no criminal record. 

« . Springfield, 111. 

September 16, 1943 • 


ma ke the followin g statement freely and 
voluntarily who have identified 

themselves to m^s^^^^e^e^^Agent^o^the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
No threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this statement. 



tl T — _ _ ^ _ A-H . . ^ J_ 

x pi ^xy i tfbxuu u. u 



C^_ v Ji Til 

AAA . 0 


and am employed b; 
born on 
in Mino 
America* 


I was 

started TO work 
o Progressive Mine Workers of 




M I was satisfied with P.M.A., and cannot compare it to 
U.M.'tf. prior to 1932 because 1 vfas not in any union boforo I joined F.M.A. 

ff I don ? t ramember how I heard that Mr. RYAN had sold Mine 
B to Mr * ELSHOFF* Because of the trouble at Mino B just a few years ago, 

I thought that ELSHOFF would not permit P.M*A. to work in Mine A, and that 
I might have to join the U.ia.W. if I wanted to continue working at Mine 
A 4 I don f i recall any trouble at Mine A when Mr* HYAN ran the mine. 


*No one evor asked me to join U.M.W* before ELSHOFF bought 
Mine A* There was talk among tho miners that there was going to be a 
switch from P.M.a*. to U.M.W. at Mino A, and that suoh a ewitch was in- 
evitable. I also heard in general conversation with the minors that ELStiUfr'h 
was going to try to pull coal from Mine A through Mine B* 


. .■ ~r J . • J : A»1u T7 II r 

time l joiayu up m wi u.*. 8 


”1 did not go to any union or group meetings prior to the 


T „4 *-A 4- In n II W 4 in T» hall tist 

UJ^ 1^4 V *■ — — ~ ~ 


y A iiiw A J “4 Vi k v * ' 1 m m ^ — O A ™ T — - ■ ■ v 

before Mine A opened in the fall of 1941. A great many men had signed up 

with U.M.y;. at tho Elks Club, but I did not go to that mooting. 


"It did not make much difference to me to which union I 
belonged. It meroly meant thatj^paid dues to a different organisation. 

I quit working at Mine A on JHpg 1942 , when I was able to get a bettor 
job with better working oonditionBi 


655 - 


c 

REj JOHN L. IgKIS, ETAL 



INTERVIEW WITH n I think that conditions at Uine A under U.li.W. were as good 
as they had beennunder P.M.A. but I did not like one rule 
that the U.U.Yf. passed which required all men to speak in 
English at union meetings, or be liable to a $10*00 fine. 
There were many old men in the union who oould not express themselves In 
English, and I thought this rule was unfair to them. 



"At a P.1C.A* meeting which I attendodir^^M.A. hall I heard 
that four or five men, one of them I think was had gono to 

see ELSHOFF, but they did so without the author^^oi^h^^M.A. looal. I 
think that there was* a fight outside of the hall after this meeting, but I 
did not see it. I don't know why the fight started. I don’t know if any 
other committees were appointed, and I don’t know if this committee reported 
the ro’sults of the proposed meeting with ELSHOFF. I don’t recall the date 
of this mooting. 


”1 have road this statonont consisting of this and one other 
typewritten pago and x state that it is true to the best of my knowledge 
and recollection. 



Springfield, 111.’’ 
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EEj JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 


w 1 


Dn^VI&TLirH Springfield, 

was intor^ewed , by 
Spocial iVgants 

man does n ot understand En^li^sh^y ell^ and cannot e!^^us^nSi5eTi^oK&rly in 
English MB|H|H|H||HMHH^^a^Drosen^during the interview and acted 

has been arrested 

for a crime . 


Springfield, 111* 
September 16 f 1945 





ri&V-.'Or 

:S 

- ;-- , • j, 

av* 



make the followin g staxonionx ireoxy ana 
voluntarily who have identified 

thews elvos to ne as Special Agont^ol^^H^FederalBurottu of Investigation. 
Kd throats or promisus havo been made to me to obtain this statement. 

"I prosontly reside al 

111., and am employed in Mine A. lj*s Dorn in 

and camo to the Unitod States inBflP 1 have hot be come a citizen of the 
Unite d States. I joined the United Mino T/orkers iij^^fcfcwhen I was work- 
ing ii^m^ I began to work in Mino A in^ 

"The switoh from U*M.T. r . to tho Progressive Mine 'Workers of 
America did not mnko much difference to me. I was troated alright in both 
unions. I was satisfied with P.M.A. when I was in thnt union* 

"I knew about the sale of Mine A by Mr. RltJI to Mr. ELSHQFF, 
but I did not think how it might affect my job. I did hear some men say 
+Kr vn would hove to join the U.M.W, to work in Mine A after Mr. ELS HOFF 
bought it. 

"I signed up w ith U.M.W. in the meeting that w as hel d in 

the Elks Club JBHHIHHB “t 00 ^ mo to ^ ho meeting that dayj~ 
told the men thE^T^ttio^s^ned up with U.M.W. they would be able" 
work in Mino A, but if they did not sign up, they would not work. I did 
not go to any other meetings, and I don't know what happened in thorn. 


1 neve Hud "this s tutojodij'k ro&d to *uS by 


and I state that it is true to the best of ny knowledge ohT recollection. 


Witnesses 




Spooial Agents, FBI 
Springfield, 111. 


- 557 


{ 


c 



Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



not much to -which he could testify. Ho gave information set forth in 
the following statement, which he stated was true but which he declined 
to sign: 


Bureau of Investigation.' No proniese , threats, or consideration of any 
kind has boon made to me to make this statement. 


Mine A in 1941 when Ryan sold his interest in anno A. Before that time 
there had been no talk that I heard of about changing unions. The men 
seemed to be pretty well satisfied with the v:ay the local and the 
Progressive liino ’Workers of America were being operated. I was not 
interested too much, but I was satisfied. 


going to do. Th.re was talk among the man about changing, because they 
f^lt that Elshoff vias favorable to the IRH. I thought so myself, because 
of the things that I had heard tied happened at Uinc B. There was talk 
that the mine would not be opened as a Progressive I&ne, and that Elshoff 
would take the coal out of ifine * through ttinc B. If he did that the 
men irould have to bo UlIiT. ‘.To thought that if we could join the UMTT that 
wc coul.d get our jobs back. 

n I wont to only one meeting whether this matter was being dis- 
cussed. That was the- meeting at th.. Elks Hall. There were some talks, 
made that day, but everything seemed to be pretty cut and dried. After 
-re voted to go to UHFJ Eanrinson came over and talked . He told us that 
if we joined the UMT that he thought that tve could get the mine open in 
a little while, iiost of the man -wanted to go back to work. I wanted 
to go back to work, and I did not particularly care which union I 
belonged to, as long as I could work. That is the reason that I left 
the PIT* and joined the UlffT, even though I had b«en satisfied with the 
PUT. I was not interested in unions much and did not go to the union 
meetings much. 


n Springfield, HI 
September 15 , 1943 * 



w 


I have been working at Idine A since 



I was employed at 


"jThon the mine was sold, the man talked about what they ware 
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Re: JOHi: L. IT.7IS, ET AL 


njTF^vTp/*: ^vtt h 
.continued ) 


n I know who He was around the mine 

for a while aTTe^tn^mSve reopened. I do not know 
what he was doing there. 


page . 


'•I have read the above statement on this page and one other 
It is all true and accurate. 



RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 


iotk vruH 




-qs interviewed at his residence]^ 
pringfield, Illinois* on the afternoon 
by Special Agents' 

He is extremely difficult to undersl 
gave information set forth in the following statement* 



"Springfield, 111. 
September 16, 1943. 


*Jdy name is 
n now employed a' 



I was born in | 

I make the following statement to j 
who have identified themselves to me to 
bureau of Investigation. No pronieae , threats 
or consideration of ar.y kind has been made to me to have me make this” state- 
ment. 



"i have worked at Hine A for about • years. I was employed there 
at the tine th t *ye.n sold the nine to ElshoffT before that tine there had 
been no talk about changing unions for Nine A. I had not heard any talk. It 
did net make any difference to me which union the men belonged to. I did not 
care myself, ju6t so I could work. I do not know why the men changed except 

that while hyan had run the nine it had been closed down a large part of every 

year. Elshoff was going to run the mine longer, and he wanted us to join the 
UlTi That is my understanding, I did not care. I did not go to the meetings 

where they talked about changing unions. I did not go to the meeting when 

they voted to join the UH.V. I joined the VM? when I went back to work, because 
they would not let me work unless I did. I did not cere which union I belongou 
to. Conditins -wer ® as good then as they are now. It does not make muoh dif- 
ference which union I belong to. 


has read the above statement on 


this page and it 


iw all tru< 


and accurate. 



( 



Re: JOHN L* IEVTI3. ET AL 



has an ini e II igonce above that of the average miner; and can express him— 


self quite well* He gave information set forth in the following statement : 


of 1941, two or three months after Mine A was cold* At the time that Mine 
A was sold, and prior to that time, I had never heard anyone talk about 
changing the unions for Mine A* Everyone seemed to be satisfied when the 
mine closed in March* I was satisfied with the Progressive Mine Workers, 
and would have been satisfied to continue working under them. I do not 
know exactly what happened when the mine was sold* 


do not recall exactly what it was that they told us, but it was something 
about having to get a majority of the men to sign up with the UTPf before 
the mine would reopen* I do not recall exactly, but 1 think that they 
said that Elshoff would not opon the mine and work it with Progressive 


afternoon* I had hoard some talk about things out there, and went to this 
meeting to soe what wa * 3 done* I do not recall exactly what was 


call now who they were :ilked and said that Elshoff would not 

open up the mine unless we went back to w ork as United Mine Tforlers* They 
said that ho vould take the coal out through Mine B# They said that he 


coal could be taken out that way* Several men talked* They all stressed 
going back to work. They seemed to be of the opinion that they could not 
vrark as Progressive Minors# One man got up and said how much he needed 


M S?r ingf ield, Illinois 
September 15, 1943 



Bureau of Investigation* No promiese, threats, or considerat ion 


of any kirri has been made to mo to make this statement 


<f I worked at Mine A for throe winters. I quit there in t he fall 



member e * 


W I know that there were several meetings, but I only wont to 



said at that meeting* 



talked and some others, but I do not re 


was digging out some entry* s on the Mine B side to run into A, s> that the 
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Re; JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



work, and that he was willing to go over 
to the UHW and not have ell the trouble 

j v . i. v J- * l xi J J iwl IfJ U 

txj la oo Tiiier Lnub bno xatJii n»u ut * u uu jb-lj-to v 
with Elshoff there. Finally we took a vote 
to go to the OSfvT. Edmuneon came over to the meeting and talked then* Ho 
said sons things about forgetting all the trouble that had been had between 
the Progressives and the United Line V7orkers, and coming back together* Ho 
said that if we signed up a majority of the men that he would eeo to it 
that liine A was reopened, I signed up that night. I signed up because I 
wanted to go back to work. I did not care much about which union I be- 
longed to, as long as I could work, but I was satisfied with t he Progres- 
sives before. I quit the mine because the places wore running out and I 
did not think that I would be able to make so much money there* After the 
DMV7 took over the mine there was not as much freedom as before* They would 
not let you talk. I went to some of the UITiT meetings# They did not let 
you talk as much about things in the local as in the Progressives. Under 
the PICT we almost ran the local ourselves, but in the UTfff they had every- 
thing fixed and would not let us make our own nominations, etc* 


INTERVIEW WITH 



VU’oncinuea } 


ft I know who 


Jis# Ee is a board member, or was, of 
the UMf/* He was nroun<^the mine for a while after it opened. The told us 
that if we had any problems or complaints to take it up with t ho Board 
member • 


to 


M I got two let tors about the change in ownership of Line A# Qno 
was from Ryan, and the other was a mimeographed letter signed by the rmao 
of 'The Committee f • It did not say that it was from the UlflTf and did not 
say that we would hae to change unions at all# It had some complaints in 
it about the Progressive officials, and hour men had lost their jobs when 
other mines had been sold. It did not mention the UMrf# It just invited 
us to come to a meeting# I do not remember getting any other letters. 

"I have read the above statement on this page and two other 
pages. It is all true and accurate# 
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RE: JOEU L. LB as, ET AL 


was interviewed at hiB residence, 

Springfield, Illinois, on ,±he aft 
^43, by Special Agents ^ 

™^^'is difficult to under? 

brth in the following statement* 

^Springfield, 111, 

September 16, 1943* 

"Uy name is I was born in j 

aw now I make the following BtatemeiS _ 

and ■■■HHHBHBBwho have identified themselves to me 
se Special of Investigation. No promises, threats, 

or consideration of any kind has been made to me to make this statement. 


accer. 



years. Before Ryan sold 
uess the men were satis- 


"I have been working at Mine A for about^B 
Mine A, there was no t - lk about changing unions, 
fied with the Progressive Mine 'Workers, because I heard nothing said against 
it, I did not care which union I belonged to, just so 1 could work. It did 
not make much difference to me. I attended one meeting where the natter of 
changing unions was discussed. I do not remember what was said that night, 

I did not attend the meeting when the men voted to gD into the United Mine 
Workers, I decided that I would wait and see what they would do, and that I 
would do the sane thing, I heard that there was talk about closing mine A 
and taking the coal out through Mine B, 1 wanted to work, and 
the reason the men joined, so they cou d work, 
to me which union I belonged to. 


I think that is 
It did not moke much difference 


’The above statement on this gage has been read to me by.J 
mm It is true and accurate. 




FBI 
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Re: JO»i L. LEWIS, £T AL. 


INTERVIEW WITH 



who resides at j _ 

._.. M Reld, Illinois, was oontae^ 

t| e b^ S a^SK^Kn2S^ he eCided 

Progressive and hates JOMI L. LE*VIS . He was incarcerated gthe 
Jacksonville State Hospital at the time events concerning Ifine A occurre^. 

Agents did not attempt to obtain a signed statement fromj 
'due to his mental condition. 
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RE; JOHN L. LB VIS, ET AL 



was interviewed at his residence 



x ° 9 9 

er 16. 1943, by Special Agents 


Springfield* Illinois* on the afternoon of 



HB is difficult to understand aue to a 
^gn the following statement because he was 


unable tc read what was on it but assured that that which was rend to him was 
true* 


of Investigation. Wo proniese , threats* or consideration of any kind h&s been 
made to me to make this statement* 

"I have worked at Hi ne A since Ryan bought that mine- I was work- 
ing there when Ryan sold the mine to Blshoff* Before tht time there was no 
talk about changing unions. I was satisfied with the Progressive Mine Workers * 
and would have continued to work as a Progressive if I could* I attended only 
one meeting when the matter of changing unions was discussed* I attended the 
meeting where they voted to change* The reason that I voted to go into the UM^ 
and the reason that I signed up tn at day was because I wanted to work* and I 
did not want to have all the troulbe and beatings and things that I had heard 
about happening at Mine B • I knew it was the same owner* and they told ua 
that he wanted the U1LT* so I joined to keep from having any trouble* 


"Springfield* 111 « 
September 16 t 1943* 



true.” 



has read the above statement on this page* It is all 





Re • JOHN L* IjEVTIS , ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 


Special Agents 
would make an a’ 
average miner, 
only hearsay to 
that it was all 
was married and 


on 


is interviewed at his residency 
Springfield, Illinois, 
ternoon of September 15, 1943, by 


s intelligence does not exceed that of en 
He states a great deal of information as fact, which it 
him. He studied the statement set forth below, and said 
true. He declined to sign it, however, stating that he 
had four children, and did not "want his head blown off** 


He has a distinct hate and fear of the United Mine Workers. 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 15, 1943. 



"M y name is 
o n th e 

and 

to me to be Special 


I was born in] 

j the following statement to 

who have identified themselves 
ureau of Investigation. No pro* 


mises, threats, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to make 
this statement. 


"I worked at Mine A about ^Byears until 1941. In 1941 when 
the mine closed down for the summer , T was employed at the mine* In the 
Fall of 1941, the mine was sold to Elshoff * I never went back to work at 
Mine A after that because I did not want to join the United Mine Workers# 
and they did not hire anyone who was not. About the time Mine A was sold 
there was a meeting at the Progressive Hall, where the men decided that 
they would stand pat, and would not change over to the United Mine Workers* 
At that Meeting, jfl^BHBBBH^^^^BL and some other men started a 
fight. Soma of th^^!T^oiTicer^wereTeaking, and these men kept inter- 
fering. The officer told them that if they wanted t o have a d ifferent 
meeting, that they should go over to the UMTT hall. flHHB was a PMW 
official, and they heckeled him so much that he got ma^^lTen the fight 
started • 


"I did not go to any other meetings* I would not go to any 
meetings not held in the Progressive Hall, because the men knew that I was 
a strong Progressive and I would be beaten up. 

H vThen the mine closed down, the men were very satisfied with 
the conditions at Mine A, and the Progressive Union there. I have worked 
in mines B veers, and in almost every mine in Springfield, and many over 
Illinois *^Tiine A had the best working conditions of any of those mine*. 

I had planned on going back to work at Mine A when it reopened. I did 
not have another job, but I would not work under the United Mine Worker*# 

I did not even go back to get my tools, which were worth about $65* I 
knew that if I tried to go get them that I would get beaten* 
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Jt. 


■V. .7 


Re: JOHN L. LETTS, ET AL 


INTER VI 



gun men 
to sonic 
because 
know of 
know of 


"I do not think that the men employed at 
Mino A wanted to change unions* I think 
that they were all forced to change* I 
have hoard that the UMFT brought in some 
and beat a lot of them up* I also heard that the UMVf gave money 
of the men to get thorn to change * X do not know that this is true* 
none of these men talked to me f or offered me anything* I do not 
any men who were paid* I only know of one man who was beaten* I 
no other reason for the men changing unions. 


*1 have road the above statement on this page and one other pago< 
It is all ture and accurate. 



n 

: 

i t'-JV - : r * 
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RE: JOHN L. UK1IS, ET AL. 



was Interviewed at hie residence 
Springfield, Illinois, on thaafterTWonoj 

1943, by Special Agents 

' 1 was reluctant to talk and refuse? 

„ ilv , „ .ie did^not want to get mixed up in anything. 

person of average intelligence and would make an average witness, 
information set forth in the following statement, which he refused 



statement, 


"Springf ield^ 111. 
September 18, 1943, 



I was born ir 
i at Mine A 

-following statement and 

v.'ho have identified themselves to me t^D^Special Agents of the federal 
Bureau of Investigation. No promises, throats, or consideration of any kind 

has been made to me to make this statement. 



J, I have worked at Vine A for about gBHfl^ears. I was working 
for Bill Ryan at the time that he sold the min^tc^raiof f . I have never 
been interested in union affairs, and have paid many fines for not attend- 
ing union meetings. Before Ryan sold the mine, there was not talk, as far 
as I know, about changing unions. I do not know how the other men felt, 
because I never discussed the matter with them. I personally did not c&re 
which union I belonged to, at that time, as I was not interested in any of 
them. 


*1 went to the meeting at the Elk f s Hall when the men voted "to go 
into the UTS. I do not remember what was said that day, or why it was that 
I joined the ISSu then, I think I had decided to join the TAIN, but I do not 
remember why. 1 had talked to a few men about it, but not many, and I do not 
remember what they had told me about it. 

W I have read the above statement on this page. It is true and 

accurate. 
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RE» JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH The following investigation was conducte^jv 


Special Agent anc UBHBISlllB 
Springfield, Illinois on September 





1943 


Agents interviewed 
arrested in his liJ - 


rtt his resj 



Springfield, Illinois, 

^ d^^^^ ^wh^advised that he never has been 
to Agents to be very cooperative at 


all and indicated he did not know what it was all about. Be also advised h& 
not been contacted by anyone in regard to instant case. 

Agents obtained from him the following unsigned statement: 


Fron~1932 to 1941 I saw no difference in the way the P.U.a. handled things. 

«I heard that Elshoff had taken over Mine "A" in 1941, it made no 
difference to me X paid no attention to it. I heard this through gossip. 

No one contacted me to go to U.K.VJ. or to ask my opinion abouttho situ- 
ation. I didn't hear anythin;' about Elshoff possibly brin^ngthccoal from 
Uine A through Mine "B" during this time I was working BHHHB k ^ AiA 
no attention to the rumors going around. I did not go Toanymeetings at 
P.M.a., Redman's Hall or the Elks Club. I joined the U.H.'T. right at the 
mine the morning it opened up. Nobody said anything to nc^ I just wont out 
to go to work when I got there they told us the union had swung over to 
U.KA7. and wo would ha/c to 'join if wc wanted to work. It still doesn’t 
make any difference to mo which union we have. Since 1941 conditions at 
Mine * are better. than they were from 1932 to 1941* 

*i j have read this two page statement and to the best of my knowledge 
and belief it is the truth and it is as I have told it to the A .ents. 

This statement is true and theru is no reason why I should not sign it but 
I would rather not sign." 



Spring., ELI. 
Sept. 17, 1943 
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REt JOHN L. IfT-TIS, ET i*L 


wterviet; with 


’’’./itnosscs: 



pcci: 

S t. Paul, Uinrt. 

fecial FTB.I. 

Sprin^iold, 111. 

Sept. 17, 1943" 
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JOHN L. L0"IS, ET AL 



INTERVIEW riTH 



s story in e clear mamie^an^appeareu cocpsrsti vs - 


related 


3b seems sincere, however, it is noted that in his statement he fails 
to give a plausible explanation for the miners at Mine A swinging 
to U,K. It is possible that he was not aware of everything that 
transpired. He would make a satisfactory witness. Eis statement is 
as follows i 


] 

Federal Eureau of Investigation* No threats or promises have been 
made to me to induce ne to make a statement. 


dc*vn. At that time X belonged to Progressive, having joined in 1932* 

I served on the pit ecmnittee for U.H.T7. in 1941 until I quit and also, 
in 1936, served on the pit ca-miittee for P.H.A. 

•Sometime in August of 1941 I saw in the paper that Elehoff 
had bought i'ine A from Ryan. Some of my friends and I felt that sane- 
1 ’ ’ st be done, that we should see Elshoff about our jobs* 
(Fhonetic) oailed a mooting of the entire membership o 
ive. This meeting was held at the Progressive Hall* The pit 
cornm.ittee refused to meet with Elshoff so a special canmittee was 

tee. Others wer 


supposed to see Elshoff and find 
out if he was going to open tho mine and if we would get our jobs back* 
be were to try and arrange an appointment with Elshoff but we oould not 
locate him on the phone. Thi esam^evenin^, after trying to locate 
Elshoff, we net Johnny Fuiy nd some other, all F*1»A* 
members. When we were going b^thoseme^^Syder said he wanted to see 
me* I asked him what he wanted and he curse^n^an^caveme a shove. 

X got out of there but X know they beat up ^ Hm X don't 
knew; r;hy they started the fight except that they didn't want us to meet 


•Springfield, Illinois 
September 10, 1943. 




*In the spring of 1941 Tine A shut donn, a seasonal shut 





and one other. 
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JOHH L* LBV IS, ET 


0 


Elshoff . I went back up to the meeting and we 
advised the mernbers that we couldn’t rind Elshoff* 
(Continued) . Yihile this was going on Snyder and his gang came 
into the meeting and called us e bunch of scabs* 
ife said if v/e wanted to go back to United we oould* 


“The next day our committee went to Kine B to see Elchoff* 
r * T e couldn’t find Elshoff but v?e talked to Oscar Falcetti* Ba told 
ue that there were two plans* one was to open 1'ine A and the other was 
to haul coal through Fine B* T-Te had another meeting that afternoon* 

Ve held this meeting at Iron Hall* on Kcnroe between 4th and 6th Sts* 
Y'e were afraid that if we held the meeting in the Progressive Hall we 
might have trouble* 


“The night before vj e had planned on not holding any more 
meetings in the Progressive Hall* I was scared to go back there* 
There v/ere about one hundred members present at this meeting and we 
told then what Falcetti had said* Because all of the men were not 
present ve decided to call a meeting the next day at the Elk’s Club* 
As I remember* ve put an ad in the paper an d there was a lot of the 
men present, nearly all of the membership. chair- 

man of the meeting* This, as I recall* v;ae ^^^pw555e^of 1941. 


“Our com it tee told the membership what had happened in our 
talk of affairs with Falcetti* Tvo other things happened at this 
meeting* A motion was made to join United I-inc Workers and this motion 
carried IOC# by a standing vote* no one voting against it* Also* 

Ray Edmunds on was asked to come over to our mooting and he came over* 

I do not know who asked him to come over* He told ue ha was glad of 
the action v/o had taken# Hg said he was glad to coo Illinois to-gether 
again* all the miners in one union* He talked about ten minutes* 
tears were in his eyes while ho was talking* 


“After he was through talking there was a bunch of member- 
ship cards and we all signed up for U*K.W* Before the meeting adjourned 
and before we signed the cards > we had electe d officers for our now 
U.1VT# 



right. 


“1 know that this was a sudden move, the men swinging to 
United as they did. However* I vfish to Et&to that there had been no 
plans made before this meeting to join U*li#Y«~** Falcetti had not 
mentioned anything about any union and I guess the reason the fellow* 
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T T A n fn *. T 

d Um\ Ltm £i'l <B~L 


IWTERFIEA V;iTH 


joined was because they were road at Snyder and his 
gang for calling us scabs* 


^cotTTTTOTTTJ 

*T. T e left this meeting and the officers including 
myself want to the building and we were sworn in as officers 

of U.H.Yi. Edmunds on swore us in, and then he called Elshoff on the 
phone » Edmundson wanted to find out what Elshoff w&e going to do with 
]'j.ne A. I did not hear the telephone conversation but after while 
Elshoff and Falcetti cane to the office. I do not remember which one 


cajpjQ first, 
the union* 


in 3^- Ja -L - 1 -5 TTO _ 1_ — r 1 jT -i- V. ^ Jn. i.L n 

rrazruume djq vu;u tituvn c u uiio 


•v«»« V.r. i4 AAfnA VanV 
uujf c uuu wyjua 


and v/arrted to know what he was going to do with Kine A* 


“There was some other conversation, but I don’t remember what 
it ves ; and then wo made an appointment tc meet at Elshoff* s office 
later that night. V'e net there later thrt night^ and after midnight 
Elshoff signed a contract* In about a week or two iline A opened up. 

1 vrent back to work digging coal. 


“After the mine 
a job at Iline A* 
remember was another"7 
another fellow whoso nano 


rtF s* +■ A r\V» f cp "4- 1 ^ y*i c 

Li J VUii j <*+ ^ ■* ^ 


man 1 helped by going right t 
to th e ^re sident of our local, 

:o get jobs for anybody! 


onod uo I helped some? friends ox mine get 
a hose last name I do not 
I think was another, and 
don’t remember. I helped all of these 
Those fellows wore all miners * The first 
Falcetti but the others I helped by going 




I don’t remember ever going to 


“I had to quit mining because my back was bed and I couldn’t 
hardly lift a shovel full of coal* So I started up a business of my 
own* 


"There was no pressure of any kind brought on the mamba r 5 
to join TI.K.V."* No pressure of any kind was brought on Elshoff to sign 
the contract with us, I vae there when the contract was signed. 


“The above statement has be on read to me by 
and it is true and correct to the best of my memory. 



"'ltnessodi 



Special Agents, F.B.I., 
TT*S. Dopt. of Justice** 
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JEs JOHN L. LB. IS. HTT AL. 





:uraiizca througr 
He received his 
as arrested in 1935 
nois in a 


|3pringfield, 
Dtenber 8, 


XTH r.'ho resides 

Hlinoi^^^!^nte^ieved on the a fternoon" 

1943 by Special Agent si 
as bom in 
Ills 1'athir. He served 

wn r-iti^nn.^in mnnpf? a VO n Fs an Q „ 

W ** w — - — w.- r'— A' “ “d - - - 

or 1936 m connection vith a bombing at TaylorvII 

pule, but vas not held or convicted. /. t the time of the interview' 
ras bedridden due to a broken leg, but^^^xpecte^^^^backon his feet 
in a short time. He employed at is con- 

sidered to be a very good potential witness . He hasarci^een nemory, makes 
a distinct effort to be exact and accorate, and rould be very difficult to 
confuse on cross-examination. He is able to express himself very troll, and 
it is believed that his voice, although soft, rould be readily understood. 



f r\ \ \ r*c: '-it * i it 


<s-i irrtpH 


n + t 


T ,"JT1 + 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 8, 1943. 



Investigation. 


_folloring statement ro 
rho have identified 
\e Federal Bureau of 
IJo promiese, threats, or consideration of any kind 


has been made to no to make this Statement • 


i <uu billing 


sary to go to court, and repeat any part of this statement. 



At that election they tried to throv out votes, and there vas a 
lot of trouble by the men representing John' L. Leris, and I vas 
supposedly beaten. At that tine I ras forking at the Peabody tine. 
T'hcn the PI* of ras formed, I voted against going into the FIT 
because thought that re ought to fight John L. Leris in the 
but I ras Tilling to go r ith the majority. I never vent back to 
Peabody Hine. I could not get a job until 1937# vhen I _ got a job 
;Sinc A, ihich fas ovned at that tine 



"IjLne L closed about ;,pril 1, 1941. That vas the usual procedure. 

I did not sou the nine at l&ne L much during the period that the nine 
vas closed. I attended most of the meetings of the local vhich ras 
held then, but did not got to all of then. In September of 1941# I 
read in the paper that *lshoff hnd purchased the lease rights to mine A. 
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IKTSffilS r HH 



Continue 


I think that there was a regular meeting of tho local 
held the night that that announcement was made i_ the 
papers, but I an not sure. I was not at that meeting. 

The next meeting I did attend. I ras working ' T ith a 
brick layer at that .time, and did not see the men often. X had neard that 
been talking to some of the old men about switching to the 
not lenar who it ras. At that meeting that I did attend, they 
discussed the possibility of switching unions, and what t ould happen nor that 
jELshoff was running ?Iine A* All of the men Joiov that lline B, which Elshoff 
vas running had been signed up with the III . There was sane talk that night • 
about switching unions, and also about that wc could do to get our Jobs. 

I know I thought, end some of the other men thought that KLshoff would never 
open lline A, because lline i. is a long nine, and it would the 

coal out oi lli ne through the Nine 3 shaft^ Th^^ich^B^^^^W^^ho was 

ras present could 

force" Elshoff to give us our old jobs. He told us that night th^^ie understood 
that the National ^abor Relations Act was such that it would not be necessary 
for Elshoff to hire us back, bocauseit was a new owner operating tho nine. 

I think that this statenent aS nuch to do as ^ ^ th the nen 

switching over, to the ULT. 

"There had been some discussion among the men that night about run- 
ning ’tine B and Hinc i - as one nine. X do not recall exactly, but I think 
that there ras some talk that night that some of the men did not think that Mine 
A would be opened unless it tent lif.'. That rennrk was made from the floor' 
at the meeting, but I do not recall who said that. The men seemed to think, 
and I did jo, that there had been so much troulble at Lline B* that wo would 
have to gr UiT before Elshoff would open the mine again. There did not 
seem to be any tall; then about Elshoff favoring the U!f . over the PUT. 

"That night, they talked about sending a committee to Elshoff 
to talk about what he was going to do with the men at Mine A. I do not 
know whether a committee was actuaHvsen^ha^^h^o^rtcther it was 
just talked about. X think that on 

committee, but I do not renember wjf^e^^^i^on it. I think that this 
committee decided to act on its own after the meeting. 

"That sane night, after I loft, 1 vas told later, _ 

and HHHH cane back to the hall, and there vas a fight, and some 
of tn^ier^or hurt. I do not know about that for sure, but 1 do knor that 
at the next meeting, on Sunday, I hoard sane of tho men say that they had 
been against the U]I because they had some thugs running the union, and then 
we had same of our ervn in the PIT', who wore trying to keep us from going 
over to the UE . 

"I do not knov personally fhat happened after that. I got to 
wondering and called Ray Ed nun s on and askod him what tho set-up was. 


- 575 



JS: JOHN L. LE IS, 


C c> 

ET AL. 


He told me that there ras going to be a meeting of the local 
at the Elks 's club the next Sunday, I had heard that 
the comittee had gone and trued to find ELshoff, and could 
not find him, and had gone to Itey Edmunson, 'gdmmson 
ras supposed to have told them that *hat they ought to do ras to go to a 
neutral hall, and have a have a meeting and decide rhat re ought to do* 

11 1 vent to that meeting. reported for the comnittee# 

]_j_ vos on College that night. There ras 

be- some other meeting after the meeting I had been at, and the 
w-eting on this Sunday, but 1 ras not there, or did not knar about it before. 

That afternoon :f think almost everyone rho had been forking at Iline A fas 
there, except about tro dozen. There vore none in the meeting hall rho had 
not rorkod at the mine, although there ver^ many standing around out side of 
the building. I ras told that these men on the outside rare supposed to be 
UIJ men rho re re there to sec that the PII. non did not eexae- to cause ary 
trouble . 


IHTEflVTB’ MTH 
rContinuec 



’AJ’ter the meeting ras opened. 



no announced 1 cvu»_ naa nex Docn neie 

gone to Ed runs on, Ednunson, vns supposed to have told them that he Tould pro- 
mise that the Iline [.[) rould open if it vent UH because they had a contract 
t ith Elshoff finch ras such that vhen one company o^rato^frro mines, that 
the union could force a division of labor. Then said that he 

did not believe that th^ nine rould bo reopened asaR^Tie men seemed 
to feel that ray too, and the;’ - voted, tticre fas only one man rho did not 
get up to vote to go to the U!!\. They th en electe d officers of the local to 
negotiate and ask for a Utf charter. 


"up then after the election, and said that bo- 
fore re asked for a charter re ought to get ahold of gdraunson and have 

hin tel l us rhat t he situation T as. I said that I thought T could find him, 

think said that the y could get ahold of him. Ten Jto __ “ 
Edmund son, Edmun son's secretary, 

BHBB and a couple of oth r nol Tenor - came over. Eamunson 

then made a speech. He did not say much except that ho t as glad to have 
then back in the Uff , and that there vas no sense in fighting etc. Ho 
said that he rould li e to have the committee that had been elected go over 
and sec if they could not meet f'ith Elshoff right then. Bdounson then askod 

the men to come up and sign up rith the UL' so that Then he rent - to 

Elshoff he could shov him that he had a majority, and could demand a division 
of the rork and open Kino A. Hie non then font up front and signed up. All 
but about three of us signed up right then. I began to ronder, and thought 
that things rcre a little too roll planed, and so I just f ont along r ith 
the committee rhon it ront over to Ednunson »s office rith him. 
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Rb: JOHN L. LH IS, ET AL. 


"Then re got to Ednunson's office, Edraunson picked 
up the telephone, and called ELshoff. Tjhen the other 
party an sr e red, Edrumson told him to say that it was 
Edraunson calling, and that ^lshoff would come to the 
'phone. I t ondered TEen - vEy it vas that Edraunson could get ahold of ELshoff 
so easily, rhen the committee had not been able to reach him. 



•t hen ELshoff got there, Edraunson told him that the men had asked 
for a U»» charter, and that he was demanding that he open up lline A. Falcetti 
sale that they had not been planning on opening up lline A, but were planning 
on putting in a 'skip* and run the coal out of mine A through lline B, but 
that if thee' could shor: that there was a majority in the union they would 
consider opening lline A. ELshoff did not say nuch of anything except that 
it vas Sunday, and that he did not want to sign any contract on Sunday, and 
he wanted to talk to his attorney. ELshoff tcld us to meetiat his office 
on 6th street in Springfield, but that no contract would be signed until 
after midnight. I did not go to the meeting. 


[was around the office 


"After the mine reopened, 

every day. It looked to me as if he was doing all the hiring, although I 
was not sure. I had a fnend of nine who vas looking for a job, and bo I 

=nd told him about this fnend of mine. This friend, 
as "then infHHHand I did not know his address, 
asked me to tell him vher^Tgot his address, and I did. One day 
came to me and told ne that he had sent a telegram to 
ray name, telling hi m that he had a job^. 
right stay. I think 
I got several o 



as also hirec 
Els friends hired at the nine througl 




and signec 
, and was hire d_ 



"A couple of weeks later, after the nine reopened, I was put on nights 
t orking on the track. I had been pretty insistent about maintaining the rights 
ve had had with fyan, and Falcetti did not like it very well, so they kept 
ne on nights. Thus I do not know much of r 'hat happened out there after that. 


"On the day of the 1ILIE election for nine B in February 1941, I 
met Falcetti at the post office. I was attending a Progressive Convention 
that day and 'was not t orking. He told no that he wanted it decided, and no 
more trouble ’ith the unions. I told him that he wanted the to win, and 
he said that it did not make any difference to him. 

is/ 

*B.I. 

Agent F.B. I. n 
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KE: JOHN L# LEWIS, ET AL 



ber 18, 1943 * 


The following invest jgat ion was conri 


a 


Special Agents] 


and 


fit Springfield, Illinois, on Septem- 


At his resid ence, 
interviewed 
his life. It wa s no" 
impression, and it is felt ho 
were necessary* 


Springfield, Illinois, Agents 

who advised he never has been arrested in 
is rather intelligent and m ado a good 
would note a good witness if his testimony 


Agents obiainod from him the following signed statement: 


ip: ingfiold. 111* 
Sopt. 18, 1943 


who 

tnroats or promises ha ve boon 
mat ion* I am now employed by 
worked at M * 

born WHSPMS 


give the following information to 

arc known to me to bo Spec* Agents of the P* B • 
ado mo to ret me to £ivo this inf or* 

I 

2 , I was a Company man while there. 


Tw 1 0 7 0 4- Vs ys mss n r\ n4- Yf4 no A 

J.H nuwu uiiu uu4.wu uv> **. 


changed to F. K. A. I voted with the reet to go to P. M. A., ^1 didn't make 
any difference to me which union I belonged to they both treated me alike* 


"In 1941 when Elshoff took ovor Mine. 'A’ I heard of it through 
talking with other man and also tru the papers. We hoard that the men who 
had boon thero wero to get thoir job back, I didn’t think when I first heard 
of this that there would bo any trouble at all. Prom 1932 to 1941 I never 
had any complaint with tho local, I was satisfied tho way things wore going. 
After Elshoff bought the mine nobody evor contacted mo as to ny opinion on 
things or as to joining over to TJ. 11. VF» Thoro was some talk t hat Elshoff 
would shut down one of those mine but it was said that the mon from tho mine 
that was shut down would be entitled to work in the ono left opon, this 
■was just talk. I never hoard that Elshoff would opon Mine A only on tho 
condition that the men wont over to U. M. Vif. Those rumors I heard didn't 
make a groat doal of difference to me, I just figurod I'd go along with the 
rest of the boys although some of tho boys didn't. 


"I bolievo I attended a mooting at Rodmans Hall, I don't recall 
attending any involving this quostion at P. M. A. and 1 didn't go to ths 
one at the Elks Club. I don’t recall hew I was told to coma to this meet- 
ing or what the purpose of it was. There was 

tt TI "I T o4- 4 t Vii-t Kn 1 1 +:V>n TT ^ R1 rlzr 

VitV U * -V* « V wuv "** “ « * *■* ■» '• * •'--D 

charge of this, there wus u fow men who held 
over some never did sign over* I signed because ovoryone else did and they 


quite a crowd thore* I .j oined 
X as in 

back but finaH^^ie^ffi^^ed 
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RE: JOIN L. LE^TIS, ET ivL 


called you a Blacker and everything oIbo if 
you didn't* 

obout th0 . SoS 

things r^inc a 8tctofficnt ^ , t l8 m true and correct. 

"I have read, this £. P a &~ 

, . . i j- rf nv own freo will* 

I or, signing ^ c: *=* 


*'VJitno 6 fOS : 

A/ 

A/ 

St. Paul# liinn« 

"Springf ield. 111* 
S,pt. 18. 1943." 
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He: JOW L. LEWIS, E T AL, 


1NTER7IH., -'ITH 


r>;as interviewed 



at his home, 

Springfie ld, Illinois, by Special Agents 

[and He was entirely cooperative and 

seemed fairly well acquainted wi th the happenings at Line A during the 
pertinent period, impressed Agents as being an honest 

and reliable person^^^^^^^o^sed that he had no criminal record whatever, 
■ L t is felt that would make a fairly good witness if his 

testimony is neeaea^^n^itJnished the following signed statement. 


Springfield, Ill_ 
Sept. 16, 1943 


give the following information to 
Special agents of the F.B.I. who 
have "made themselves - known to me as such. No threats or pro- 
mises have been made me to get me to give this information. 




"I have beeii 
I was bom 


and got my cititen_papers 


at. Line a as a digge r for the past 
""" ‘ I came to the U.5. 

fago. 



"When the wire 'A' union went over to the Progressives, 
I wanted to go over I have always been for the Progressives. 


"tiThen Elshoff took over Line a i heard about it through talk. 

VVe felt bad at that time and thought we would have to go back to u»l£*VT, 
else it would be just like Line 'B'. tfe were always satisfied with 
P.L.A. while i t was there, th ere were a few troublemakers who were 
in the P.U.A^jMHHHVwas one of these , wh en Elshoff took over 
Line 'A' he around to mine rs_ho uses and told them 

they better g^Dac^o^u , M, n. or the mire would stay closed. I 
heard that Elshoff might close Mine 'A' and operate it through 
i&ne 'B>. 


tl T j-l 1 y-. ACt + Vl WVC>T*\ VWQ frtT 

A- axau lid CIA u. Wld o + * "bliv — 


ear* -f-.rv IT. If.W. rtP A 


would be closed. 


"I attended the meeting at the Elks Club. I heard of the 
meetings at r.V.A. Hall but didn't go A I also heard of some trouble 
at one of these meetings. I also attended a meeting at Redman's 
Hall, I heard about this through the other miners. I don't know 
who spoke at Redmans Hail but 1 do know I heard there if we didn't 
go over to U.L.T.'. the mine would stay closed. 


580 



Re: JOftf L. LEWIS, ET AL. 


WITH "I went to the Elks Club meeting_ I dont remember 

"lhov? I knew about it but went_ X dont know who was 
in charge. As I remember we just went to this 
meeting to go back to U.iL'.v. I think we voted to go back to U.H.W. at 
one of the other meetings^ I believe the one at Redmans. 



"Edmundson talked at the Elks meeting telling us he was glad 
we were back in U.il.w. and that we were going to be treated well. I. signed 
up for U.iL'rf. that afternoon at the Elks z we were all signing up together. 


"I voted to go over to U.U.W. because I needed my job and 
there was no other way at the time. Jobs were hard to get in those days 
and we knew that if we wanted our jobs we had to go back to U.IH.W. I 
did not go to Elshoffs or Edraundsons office or to the Leland Hotel after 
the biks Club meeting. 


"how under the U.kV.Y. the conditions in the mine are just the 
same as they were under the F,1L A . but in the local it is different. 

They pay no attention to just a digger, just a few run the whole thir.g z 
this is different from P.BI.A. 


«I have had agent read this statement -written on this 

ar.d two other pages to me. It is all true to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. I am signing this of my own free will as it is true. 


Signed 


"witne ss : 

N 

special Agent, F.B.I., 
St . Paul. Linn . 


Jpec^^Ager^Tal (Milw.) 
Springfield, 111. 

Sept. 16, 1943" 
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Re: JOHN L. LET- IS, ETAL. 


IN TERff lE. '..ITH The following investigation wa^conducted by Special Agent* 

and JHlflHHV a ' t Springfield, Illinois 

on September 15, 1943. 


Springfield, Illinois, the resi- 
dence of ^I^^^^^^Wager^^ir^ervieweahiiE and it was noted that he had 
diff iculf^i^unaerstanding some of the questions and in answering them. It 
should be noted that he is an alien too, and he advised he never has been ar- 
rested in his life. It is felt he would make a poor witness unless his 
testimony is necessary, as he is not very intelligent. 

He was unable to write his name so marked "X M on the statement which 
he gave Agents and that statement is as follows: 





Springfield, 

Sept. 15, 1943 

mm give the following information toj 

[who have identified themselves as being Special Agents of the 

F.B.I. No threats or promises have b een made me to give thi^^nfonnation. I 
was born & wbenjBHJBj^^jfas 

President & I have been at Mine^abou^^B years 

' am still there as a digger. In 1932 I wanted to join P.K.A, as it was the 
best local and all others went over too. I would rather be with P.M.A. now 
than under U.M.W. I read in papers that ELSHOFF bot Mine A tc that RIAN 
quit. About a week later I first heard from others that we would have to join 
U.M.w. but at first I didn't pay any attention when ELSHOFF bot Nine A. 

P.M.A. had no trouble at all with HI AN in old days. After ELSHOFF bot Mine A 
no one asked me to join up to U.M.W. I also heard that ELSHOFF said he would 
take coal out of Mine A thru Mine D unless the men joined U.M.W, I never 
heard a thing about Mine A to be opened separately if it went U.M.7». I joined 

U.M.W, as whole local did, I only went to meeting on Sunday at Elks Club and 

we voted and I did too altho I didn't want to go over to U.M.W, as I was 
pleased with P.K.A. No ono told us anything at the meeting except that they 
wanted to go back to work. I don't think that all wanted to join up to U.M.W. 

I didn't want to fight anyone so I joined up as we didn't want the same thing 

to happen at Mine A like it did at Mine B when men got beat up. I signed up 
a meeting to become U.M.W. RAI EDMUNDS ON talked to us about being glad to 
have us back. Since U.M.W. has been at Mine A thiig^are same now as under 
P.M.A. as far as I am concerned. I have had Agent jHB^read this two (2) 

c uneoest 


page statement to me and it is true and correct to 


sst of my knowledge. 


WITNESSES : 



»X« 

Above is X which was made by] 


. I. St. Paul, Minn. 
Spec. Agt. F.B.I. (Milw) n 
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Re» JO® L. LEWIS, ET AL. 




DLTERVIE.V ,tlTH 


I'nn p A n + * DWQ (4 £> 4- Vtl C HotnO I 

r ^ r>w »*wnuu « v i*4.v v *w * j | 

Springfield^I^^jo^^o^Septeraber 16 , 
oy special Agents and 

At the time of this interview m^wiseii that he 
;ouia not understand the questions that were being asked him by Agents, 
iie also advised that he had never become a citize^o^the United States. 

As much ir.i ormation ' as could be procured IHH vas taken down in 

statement form, but he was not asked to sign ita^i^advised that he could 
..ot understand the same. He tried to be cooperative, but could not be 
of much assistance due to his lack of understanding. It is not believed 
he would make a good witness in any event, as he did not attend many meet- 
ings as he could not understand what was going on and would not be compe- 
tent to testify as to wh3t went on, even at those meetings he did attend. 

rL= o cirl f he f K £> A nb\7<or hppr *i r, anv + 7*0 Uhl 6 fn t.h “th€ DOllCG- 


M- V_, V ^ VJL VI IM 


fhe folloiring information was procured from 



Springfield, ill^ 
Sept. 16, 1943 * 



give the following information to 


\ r mc ars Known i-o me ul> ut; Special Agent_ oT the 
FBI So thr eats or promises ha ve been made me to get me to give this in- 
formation. I had Up until about Jul. 1^42 been workin g 

at tine fo^about^^^ear^ I was bom in 

t Viairtm -in +.h& U. S _ about l^Bv^ars T am not a citizen." 

Jf i (J , a i to* r v '-»♦ -fc-*' w*.w '■ * — * * __ ' ■ 


»I do not understand the questions asked by you Agents, I never 
attended many union meetings as I did not understand what was done and 
was ill. I am willing to talk with you but do not understand. For the 
past several years my legs have been bothering me and I don ’t get 
around. This was why I quite at line 'A f , 


Witnesses : 


Pt 



Special Agent, 


(lalw. ) 

Springfield, 111. 

Sept. 16, 1943" 
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RE; JOHN L, UT7IS- ET AL 


IKTEHVZET-7 VOTH 


The fo llowing Investigati on was conducted b y Special 
Agents^^mpB^Bpand at Springfield , 

Illino^^u^epterabe^lB, 19Y 


At his residence Agents interviewed J 

— Springfield, Illinois, who advised he has no crimanaj. reeora. 
w£S mud he coul^notreadily under stand the English Ian mage and he had to 
be assisted by It is felt he would make a very poor witness 

unless he had an interpreter. 

Agents obtained the foil awing statement which he signed with an n X n : 





me a citizen in ’ i am ax, nine A 
^ guars but when I started at Mine A 

y' w H n r rtA> Vin enl rl r%r <1 

A V44 AUW AAV ^ ‘ " 


Springfield, 

Sept. 18, 1943. 

give the following information to| 

& who have identified themselves to me as being special Agents 

of the F.B.I, No threats or promises have been ma de ne to . ive thi s infor- 
mation. I was b; 
came here about 

as a digger & have" been there about 
It, »v r £s r rO(jrossiV8 * 

& I felt bad I that there would be trouble like at Uine B. I was satis- 
fied & liked P.M.A. when they were at lline A. I heard from the miners that 
Elshoff would take coal from Mine a thru Uine B. Later on I got some 
letter to go back. I also heard that Elshoff ni dit k<'ep Mine A closed 
unless it was U.M.TT. I went t^ meetings at P.M.A. but did not' go to 
Redman's Hall or at Elks Club. This letter I got said I would hav : to join 
over to U.H.V*. if I wanted to cone back. I signed up at the Elks Club & 
just si ned a slip but did n t stay for neetin .. I also got sworn in later 
at U.M..Y. Bldg. I never was in office of Elshoff or Ednundson then & wa3 
not on any committees. Things are just the same as under P.M.A. since it 
chan ed over to U.H.'J. In old days Pit C ommltte pf P.M.A. did something 
but now Pit Committee doesn't do anythin" I like the PrOjTOSsives better 


A , . ,w V-. a .J t- • w . _ 

ILUVt* IJcJU Artllbl 




statement & it is true & correct to the 
this of my own free will." 


of my knowledge. I have signed 


/s/ "X" 


The mark of 
made in the 



TYitnesses 




c 


* 


RE: JOHN L. LEdlS, ET A L 


INT’.’RVIE' 



The followinginvestiration wa^cor^ucte^by Special 
Agents 

Sprin September 13 , 19431 

resided at(IHfBHHH|V S Pfingfield, 

Illinois, with his wile and upon arr^a^o^T^cnts at his residence he was 
out in the barn. His wife was sitting out in the back yard with a neighbor 
woman and she advised that her husband could not understand English and was 
n t in any trouble. The wife took a ver ' hostil attitude and at first would 
not tell where her husband was. Upon noticing the husband by tho barn the 
wife hurried down to him and t Iked to him in a foreign lan.juage anc^grt of 
the ^nversa ti ~n t o him was that he should not sign anytld.no. Bothfl^HB 
and SHH^H'^crc asked by merits whether they were toll by thatiWmn . 
in tn^yax^o^^one else not to talk to agents ana she called a ,onts 
a liar and was insistent that her husband could not understand En-ilish. 
However* Agents conversed wit.; him after he told his wife to shut up and 
he c -uli understand En lish but not as bad as his wife claimed and he 
furnishe d the following inf jrmntion to Agents which was taken clown by Agent 
SSSSB.ni his stcn^jr.-phic notes are bein., retained in instant file. 

Ho advised he was born years ao) and that he works 

at Mine * an ; has been there about^^Hyear^A He said he has been a citizen 
rears or s and that he worked a^ninc a as Pit. and HIT... He said it don’t 
3fcc any difference to no what uni ?n he Wlon ’,s to just so that he works. 

He also said that Mine *• shut down ev. :ry year for 5 months and that it was 
in the paper that Ryan sold Mine A. He also said ho heard the new owner would 
net open up unless it was un’.er UH7. He also said that the nine was shut 
down and he needed a j b and that everybody joined up with U1T< and that it 
did n make any difference t.' him and that he did what the rest did. Ho 
also s Id he would not say anythin : against FMA or UITd just so he works and 
all he wanted was a jib and that he wont over to UHM with others as the whole 
local went over to Uli'. He also said that somebody said cveryb >dy had to 
sin over and he ad .ised things are the same now as bef >ro and that there was 
no' chan e for him at all. He also advised he di 1 not go to any meetings 
at Rciian’s or ^Iks Club, Ho also advised he never has been in any trouble 
and. that he did not understand what wont -<n at nectirys when he went and he 
menti med he had some difficulty in under standing s jrue questions. Ho also 
advised he would not sign anything. 


It is felt he would not make a good witness. 
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Re: JO* L. LEWIS, ET AL 



BJ TERVIEtV WITH 



September 16, 1943, with the He had 

"difficulty in understanding questions and coulc^iotexpress himself very 
well, and it is felt he would make a ver^Pooj^ritoess. He advised he 
has never been arrested in his life. furnished the fol- 

lowing signed statement. . 


at line ’A’ as a digger & have been there about^^^ears. I was bom 
I have been in the U. S. since I became a citiz. 

g__, 111, I was a progressive wher^i went to Vine 'A'. 
I dont care what union they have in a mine A the union never helps me. 


Line ’A’^ It didn't make any difference to me. When P.M.A. was there 
from the^time I went to work until 1941 things were just the same as 
far as I was concerned. 


some talk about Elshoff closing line 'A' and taking the coal through 
line '3' but I didn't pay any attention to it, I hear talk but it 
doesn’t make much impression as I cant understand much English. I 
didn 't hear about or attend any meetings when they decided to return 
to U.LI. •> , or discussed returning to U.K.'S. I dont know if I ever signed 
for U.K.". or not but one day some fellow at the”blacksraith shop told 
me I had to sign up and I couldn't sign or read it as I didn't have my 
glasses, I had some other fellow sign for me. 


my understanding that r s and correct and as I have given it to 

the Agents, I am therefore signing this of my own free will. 


"1152 Sangamon Ave 
Springfield, HI 
Sept. 16, 1943 




"I read in the paper that Elshoff was going to take over 


"No one came to try and get me to join the U.M.TT. I heard 


"I don 't care what union 1 belong to as long as I have a job. 


"1 have had 



read this two page statement and it is 


".7itnesses : 


N 



Signed 



Sept. 16, 1943" 


/ 


/ 
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Re: JOHN L. LEI .'IS, ETAL 



understen^En^ish well and the in terview was conducted through 

advised that he had no criminal recordj It 
^^^e^Trel^^^ope vgry little of w hat went on during the 
pertinent period. It is felt that J^^Hj is an honest and reliable 
person but that he could "be used as^^wTStes^only if he had an interpreter. 
Agents obtained from him the following signed statement: 


in ""pa per that ELSHOFF bot Mine A 4 I also get a letter later from Mr. KCAN 
about 2 years ago. I thot that wo would not be able to go to work there as the 
men talked t v is way and they also talked that it would close unless it went 
over to U.M I believed that 4 then we had not worked for some time, fie 
also knew Mine B trouble 4 didn't want that to happen to Mine A so local 

joined over to U.M.W. Jobs were scarce then too. i<h@n ICAN was there P.M.A. 
got along fine with him 4 I was satisfied as I liked P.M.A. better. I also read 
in the papers that Mine B would take coal out from Mine A unless it went over 
to U.M.v/. I also heard it from other miners & we were told it too at a meeting 
but I don’t recall which one it was. I felt like the others did and we all 
needed a job and we signed over so we could go to work. I went to a meeting 
on a Sunday at Elks Club when we signed up 4 also went to another one but I 
can’ t recall where it was held at. At the first meeting I went to there was 
no fights or trouble 4 we all wanted a job then 4 didn't want any trouble. 

I heard of the meetings from others. They passed the hat too to pay for the 
halls. At meeting on Sunday we voted also spoke 

to us af ter the off icers were elected. new 

local. charge of meetingTilveryDod^silnea up right away to 

U.M.Vr. a^th^meeting. There was nothing else we could do as I had to go to 
work 4 dicin' t want the same trouble at Mine A like they had at Mine B. h’e had 
no choice * we had to join or quit our jobs then as jobs were scarce then. I 
was not on any committee 4 I never went to office of ELSHOFF or E E9JUN DS CN . 

Since 1941 under U.K.W. at Mine A th* “ ^der P.M.A. before. I 



and themselve s as being Special 

y so 

is acting as interpreter and this information is^Tru^t^un^oe^^o^^^^^^^^^ 





have had Agent 



read to me and 



this three (3) pSge 


- 5B7 


■t 


. J 


Re: JOHN L. LE..IS, ETAL. 



INTEHVI^— 

(continue a J 

nlTNg 
Specia^gontr^* B • I • 


to the Agents. 

i«X am signing this of ny c"* 11 ^ ree * 

(signed) 



Special Agent *. B.I. (Mil”) 
Springfield, 111* 

Sept. 15, 1943*" 
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Be: JOffl L. LEtfIS, ET AX. 


INTERVIEW WITH 


Springfield, 

interviewed by Special Agents 

^Jon September l6jl943^He advised thal be has 

never been arrested. It was noted that BBBHI is rather an intelligent 
person and he seemed to have a good know^^^^^a^^to what went on in mine 
matters, so would be a very good witness if his testimony were necessary. 

He appeared to be cooperative, and furnished the following signed statement. 


Springfield, 111 
Sept. 16, 1943 

give the following information to 
_io are known to me to be Special Agents 
of the F.bTT. No threats or promises have been made me to get this 
information and I give it voluntarily of my own free will. 




"I am now employed a 

of 1942 as a cor£ 



worked at liine A 


man, I was bom in 
I came to the U. S. that same year and 
ugh my fathers naturalization. 


lie ante 


•'At the time of the switch to P.K.A. I was in favor over 
going to r.M.A. I was always satisfied with the P.M.A. union A while it 
r:as there. 

"I first heard that Elshof f had taken over mine 'A 1 by reading 
of it in the 'Register'. 1 thought when I read this that I would have to 
go find another job. This was because I knew of the trouble they had had 
at lane 'B'. I was well satisfied with P.K.A. after it came in and up 
until this time. Some of the boys from Mine 'A' came to see me about 
coring to a meeting to be held at the Elks^ I couldn 't go at th^t^rj^^as 
jjg^working at Stat^^^n^Ground^onewho came to see me wasf|^^^h 
the other was Vie had no discussion_ they 

just asked me to come to the meeting. 



»»t mmnM that. F.lshnff would take the coal out through 


-l- tiwua 1 


Mine u x 


»B 1 - we thought if this happened about half the company men at 
least would be out of luck. I also heard that Elshof f would only open 
the mine under a C.M.U. contract_ this was brought up at a regular P.M. A. 
meeting. If I remember right the majority of the men at this meeting 
voted to stay P.M. A. whether he opened the mine or not A I think this was 
a regular PMA meeting. I think at this meeting the local selected a 
committee to see Mr. Elshoff. These men were to talk to Elshoff and we were 
to come back at a special meeting to get their report. The regular ?UA 


- 589 * 




c 


Re: JOHi L. LEWIS, ET AL. 




officers were presiding at this meeting__ 


Just a snort time later 


... -v aJ a I o > f i n4~ ■! rti* 


was held at the P.H.A. Hall_ At this 
meeting the committee reported that if the 
mine was to open it would have to be under U.li,'W._ at this meeting also 
another committee was appointed to see Elshoff as the first committee 
had been unable to get in touch with Elshoff himself. At this meeting 
ary of the men could get up and have his say. There were some there who 
favored going over to the main thing with all of them was 1 

think to keep their jobs A they were afraid if they hung back the mine 
would be opened and new men put in their places, mere was some commotion 
at one of these meetings but x did not see any of it, I think at the 
second meeting it was stated the mine was to open up under and 

Mr. Thrush, a dist. P.M.A. official told us to go to work and hold our 
irtV.e T A< A m^+ a + + Qmr n + pt H'nAn r s ffell or the Elks 

J i -4- M-X \ L\J U U V- SA AA ~ — — — — 

Club. I never voted to switch over to U.K.'s?. I signed up with U.U.W. 
the first mornig I vrentt^uork . I had to sign up before I could go to work_ 
this was told me by I signed with him. He told me that for 

the first 3 days it wo^^cosb nothing to re-join U.lc, but after that 
regular fees would be asked. 


"I signed up with U.M.tf, in order to keep my job__ I had the 
choice of either doing this or going back home. It is my personal 


. JSJ X J ; ^ J 


opinion ina^ con cAirions uie mine were r/jch better 


P V A 

* . ik.» . 


than under U.L'.A. 


"I have read this 3 page handwritten statement and it is all 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and it is as I have given it 
to the agent, I am therefore signing it of my own free will. 



Special Agent, F.B. 
Paul. Minn. 


I*, 


Signed: 



■pec. Agt. FBI (kilw. )" 


INTERVIEW T.TTH 


The fo] 

Agents 

field, 



ted b y Special 
at Spring- 


ini nois 


At 

in his liJ 
be r ether i] 


Springfield, Illinois, agents interviewed 
"w!^To.;ns there, and he advised he never has been arrested 
It was noted that he was very cooperative but he appears to 
iterate and it is felt he would cake a poor witness unless his 


testimony were necessary. 

*,_ents obtained from hin the following signed statement* 



Springfield, 
Sept. 17 , 1943 


give the following information to , 

gc have identified themselves to me as Special Agents ol 

threats or promises have been made me to give this information, 

& I am giving it ^^my own free will. I &. I 

been there about years. I was born 
ago & I became a ^^.izen at Springfield 

F.H.A, but I don’t remember why or how I fu^tner^^I heard that '“‘lshoff 
bot Mine A in 1941 at a P.M.A. meeting an~ nobody liked it as we all thot 
there would be some trouble, I also hoard that if the men signed over to 
U.LAW, Mine A would be re-opened & otherwise it would close Sc I also heard that 
Edmundson said that Mine ° would take coal out from Mine A thru Mine B. I was 
satisfied with P.U.A. at Mine A Sc -it was a pretty good local, it I didn't want 
to change back. When I heard of above I did not feel so good as I was over 
60 & jobs were hard to get. I also heard if we signed up we would not have 
to pay tlO.OO then. I joined the U.K.IT. as I needed a job St I felt if I 

wasn't with U, 11.77. I would not got a job as I am too old. I don't know if 

I went to any meeting at Redman’ s Hall or at Elks Club but I do recall of 

+. r, sif 4- Kc-. TT If *./ ah 4vV>ro r 7 + T n f"l nbir nf HhVlA T7 1UT/9J 

£<UJ_H£ koU Cl iUCC bAiJg Ui. UUU VJ « Hi* «f t .a-wm-w*. w** ViiW / wl* w«- w«m« »•* 

Bldg. I heard it said in paper if wo wanted to go back to work we would have 
to go to this meeting. At this' tf.M.Yf. meeting Edmundson said if we joined up 
Mine A would feopen & in a few days it did reopen & he said something about 
taking coal out thru Mine B. I signed up with U.M.77. as if I did not I could 
not go to work. I never was at Edmundsons or Elshoff ’ s office St I needed a 
job. Since U.K.’S, has been at Mine *■ things are same as they were under 
P.M.xi. L there is no trouble. IUkcP.lt.ii. best as there is too much hum- 
bug in U. 11.77, I have had Agentfl|^HHread 11113 ( 2 ) t"° statement to me 



t 


c 

RE*. JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


TEKVTETj T7ITH 


^ C Dli VliiUtiu ) 


L it is true L correct to the best of ay recollection It 
TI have signed it of ay own free will.” 


hf 



Witness 


Special ^ge-nt, F.r 
v, inn . 



Special Agent FBI 

— « rj J tit 

t>pringxiUJ-'a, i-L-L* 

Sept. 17, 1943 n 


I. 
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RE; JCKN L. IEVttS, ET AL 


INTCRVTE 7 THT? 


'f!T-A ■ - » t 




The following ^ivestigat^^gas cond^^e^b^^ 
Special_ Agents HHHm & 

t Springfield, Illinois on September 18, 


1943. 


At his Springfield, Illinois, Agents 

interviewed ■■B||^||^|HHHrwnoaavised he has no criminal record. 
He appeared t^D^ve^^coopcrative and it is felt he would make a good 
witness. 

Agents obtained from him the following signed statements 





Springfield, 

Sept. 18, 1943 

give the following information to 

who arc known to me to be Special Agents o 

oats or promises have been made me. 

»I am a di e; ;cr_at Uine " A" where I have been for a bout ^ars. I 
w^^born ond came 

VHB x local wont to 

P.Ii.A, I was glad to go over to tn^riK.A-. 

"In 1941 when Elshoff bought Hine A I heard this through the other 
miners I felt bad, I felt I wouldn't have any job at all. From 1932 to 1941 
I was always satisfied wit h the P.M.A. a nd conditions wer^fin^a^themine . 
ic n Els hoff bought mine -* I believe 

came to me and toI cHn^ha^^ould have to sign up wIthu7s?v7^or 
Loo5C”toy job, also with them at the time. They told me 

tha"t”blshoff woulcRlos^mne A and take coal out throng Mine B if we didn't 
join -with U.M.tf. I heard through talk around that ^ishoff would only open 
mine a if we all signed up with U.K.W. 

»I did not attend any meetings at either P.tf.A. , Redman' s or Elks Club_ 
I was sick at this time and couldn’t get to those meetings. They brought the 
papers to my hone for me to sign over to U.M.W. ¥fhen I went back the 
Superintendent thought that I was staying home becauseo^th^change and I 
-esident before I went back to work^ 8114 

brought the papers for me to sigHT I signed because 
~havu no job. Since 1941 when U.M.Vf. came back things 
have not been as good as they were under the P.M.A. for the miners. They 
dock you now and don't even show you why. "hen you made a complaint to P.M.A. 
they did something for you now it does you no good to complain. 



had to s.eg__th£_ Eresid 


. 59S 



RE: JOHN L. LE^IS, ET AL 


TO TERVIZ.; ~TIT_H_ 

' continuoc 



n have had Acontippread thi. 
to me and it is afHrTe and corr ^ of 

have told it to the Agcnts z I am signing 
my own free will. 



"Special Agent, 

St. Paul, Minn. 
Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 13, 1943'* 


t 


X 


•1 


Re: JOJK L. LEWIS, ET AL. 



getting older and did not pay much attention to union activities. He told 


'■as Intervi ewed by Special Agents 
September 17, 1943 
LnoisTHe stated that he was 


his story in a clear and sincere manner and seems to be better than aver- 
age in intelligence. It is believed he would be a favorable witness, al- 
though his information is limited. There is set forth below his signed 
statement. 


Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to induce me to make 
any statement. 


.943. I joined the P1& in 1932, but did not have any active part 


^f^R^tart of it. All the men were a little put out at the UH< because 
ve couldn 't elect our own men and I vent .■’long with the rest and joined 
PKA. As far as I'm concerned there isn't much difference between the 
two unions and I went which ever way the majority went. 


"I recall that in the early fall I got a letter from Ryan saying 


he had sold tine a to Elshoff and when I heard that I was pretty sure 
that ^lshoff would probably operate Mine A with United men. J felt that 
because of what happened at Mine B, that Elshoff would favor Ul£i. There 
was also a rumor that Elshoff might haul coal out of Mine A through 
line B. 


"I went to a meeting at PMA hall sometime around the first part 


of Sept, and 1 think it was the second meeting they held. Most of the 
men seemed to think that the only way Elshoff would operate Mire A was 
to pull the coal through line B. Some of the men wanted to join united 
so they wouldn't lose their job . The meeting was adjourned that night 
and nothing was accomplished. Ttost of the men we re just arguing about 
vfhat to do. I believe it that 1121(1 charge of 

this meeting. 


"The only other meeting that I went to was at the Elks Club. At 


this meeting the men voted by standing vote to join united, I know that 
Edmondson gave a talk, but I don't recall exactly whether he talked 
before or after we voted. I don't think anyone voted against joining 
U.M.'A. I joined that same day at the Elks. 


"Springfield, 111* 
Sept. 17, 1943 


to 



I make the following voluntary statement 
special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 



was born in presently reside 


"I started working at Mine A in about 


there in 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


IK TER VIEW WITH 



"It is my opinion that I joined Ibited because 
I figured that was the only thing for me to do in 
order to hold my job. I was never beaten up or 
threatened in any way to join a Haion. 


"I have read this statement of 3 pages and wish to state it is 
true to the best of my memory. 


/S / 



"Witnessed ■ 



Special Agents, 

U. S. Dept, of Justice" 


( 


I 




BE: JOHN L. LE7TIS, ET AL. 


INTERVTEK TftITH 


[waB ii^erv^we^bySpecia^^teenta 
eind 

poor memory, and his lm^^^dg^ol^nnglish is poor* 

He appeared to have no information of value and is not recommended for a 
u-lt^EP. !Hr Statement is as follows: 



’’Springfield, Illinois 
September 17, 1943. 


ake the following voluntary statement to 


both of whom I know to be Special 
!n?^Ti^^^^bderal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or pro mise a have 


been made to me to i nduce me to make a state ment. 

and come to the U.S. 

o, +■ 



in BHH now reside 
I joined U*U.V%, in 



I was born in 
I became a TJ* S • citizen 
am employed at Mine A* 

^ cost all of my life* 


1! I started working at Mine A about MflB and in 1932 I Joined Pro- 
gressive. F.M.A. was all right, the same as uTkTu. Any union is all right 
with me as long as 1 have work. 


*1 remember getting a letter from Ryan telling that he had sold 
the mine. Mine A, to Elshoff. I heard that Elshoff might close the mine, 
or maybe open it for United Mine Workers. I didn’t pay much attention, I 
just wanted a job. 


“I went to a meeting, I am not sure where, but I remember all of 
the men stood up, and went U.M.Ti. "fte all signed up for United that day. 
Two or three fellows talked but I don’t know who they were or what they 
said. I have never been buaten or threatened to make me join any union. 

I joined U.U.7*. so I could keep my job, the rest of the fellows had joined 

u.vut;. 


A/ 





witnesses : 



Special Agents, FBI* U*S* Dept* of Justice# 


«( 
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RE: JOHK L. LE^IS, ET AL, 



was interviewed by Special Agents 

appeared to be an nonH^ 
an^sTncere man, but^^^e^nehad no information of 


value to instant case. It is believed he would make a poor witness for 
this reason. There is set forth below the signed statement executed by 


Bureau of Investigation. Mo threats or promises have been made to induce 
me to make any statement. 


6 

of stopping mining for about 8 years before I finally quit. 


I never paid any attention to the unions and only joined because it was 
necessary to belong in order to work, 

tt t 1 - 1 X. k n J 

"J, jreiTl^IIlUtJ X' gtlOUJUig tt it? u VC I iiUiU aiyo-ii ^cxjrxji^, aic hqu aw± u. JL.xi.av? - 

to Elshoff* The fact that he sold the mine didn't mean a thing to me, I 
heard the FKA had some meetings after the sale of the mine but I didn't 
go to any of the meetings because it didn't mean anything to me and I 
wasn't interested. 


only worked for about a month. Since I wasn't interested, I didn’t form 
any opinions as to why the men switched to UlfW, 

rt I have read over this 2 page statement and wish to state it is 
true to the best of ny memory. 



"Sept. 17, 1943 
Springfield, 111* 


statement to 



■Vmake the following voluntary 
ipecial Agents of the Federal 



"I was a member of U.H.W. until about 1932 when I joined P.U.A. 


tf I joined the UMu at the mine when I started work in the fall & 


/»/ 



Witnessed: 



Special Agents, U.S* Dept, of Justice* 


* 


c 


REt JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. 



has a great deal of difficulty in speaking 
understanding the English language. It is believed he would be a poor 
witn ess . There is set forth below the signed statement executed by 


"Springfield, 111# 
Sept, 17, 1943, 



"I, 

to 

Investiga 
any statement 


make the following voluntary statement 
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
e at s or promises have been made to induce me to make 


'was born and came the U,S, 

H I became a I have b een a miner all my 

life and now work at iane A. My present address is 


and had been a member of the 


"I started working at Mine A in 

IMS for a long time. I joined FMA in 193Z^Tut never took an aotive part 
in it. It doesn't make much difference to me what union I belong to, I 
just do what ever the rest do, 

"I remember that Mine A was sold to Elshoff by Ryan in the fall 
of 1941, I got a letter from Ryan saying he had sold the mine and I 
thought that maybe I would be out of & job. I thought that maybe Elshoff 
wouldn't open the mine up in the fall. Everybody said that maybe Elshoff 
would only hire men if he opened the Mine A, 

_ "During the summer of 1941 I was working for 

flHK so I didn’t have any time to go to any of the meetings that tne 
; ld after the 6ale of the mine. I went to a meeting at the Elk* 

Club on a Sunday and I got at that meeting a little late. All of the FWA 
men had signed up with TUTR so I signed up too so I wouldn’t lose my job. 
The meeting was about over when I got there. I don't remember what they 
talked about at the meeting. I was never beaten up or forced to join any 
union. 




- 't '"7S 

‘f'-v 

>oU>r 


tt This statement has been read to me 
state it is true to the best of my memory. 

N 

liitnessedt 



I wish to 



Special Agents, F.B.I., U.S. Dept, of Justice, 
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RE: JOHN L. LE'HS, ET AL 


nJTERvnrj vote 


ocial 



Ag^ts 

is rather acvanco 


5 k nn-onraritlv 

i. I ‘ V 


a sincere &ru 


henest mem, he stated he hod no information of 
value to Instant enso. Ho is not being recommended fer a witness in this 
ease. Bis statement is as follows: 

H Springfiold, 111. 

Sept. IS, 1945 



X 10n i 

ment * 


niake the following voluntary statement tc 
special /^ents of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
r promises have boon mdo to induce me to niako tiny state - 


n I was born 


nd presently live at 

X r.z'i still empi ii. • I have boon a minor 
charter ricmbcr of the U* K* W# X have boon omployod 



all ryJOTc^SId^was 
at Mine A for the pest £ years. 

"I joined PISA in 1952, but I didn't have anything to do with t ho 
forming of this union* I f ve never paid much attention to the unions and 
just did what the rest of then did. Since I’m gotting older I do not pay 
much attention to union affairs as long as I keep my job. As far as I’m con- 
cerned, tho unions ore all the snno. 


"I remember gotting a letter from Ryan in the fall of 1941, and 
at that time 1 felt that since Elshaff had taken tho mine over we would 
all bo sure to work. I wasn't afraid of now working and didn’t think much 
of what union would bo at the mine. 


"I hoard that tho PMA had some meetings at their hall after the 
sale of the mine, but the only meeting I went to was at the Elks Club, 

I got tc the Elk 6 Club meeting when it was about over and the men said 

J-T J *1*1 TT»*7 «T r\ T r,*l ewwcr} lin D+: kVi . T lust filmed 

cney nuc du * ***»*-' H *^uyu — ? -*• — — - — w — — « 

up because the rost did. I don’t hold anything against either union, as 
far as I’m concerned they are all alike. One union is ns good as t ho 
cthor. I don’t have any opinions as tc why the men switched over from 
PiA. to OliV. I was never beaten or threatened. 


”1 ha vo road over this 2 
true tc the best of my memory. 


*"r71tnossos 



page statement and wish to state it is 



Special Agents, FBI 
U, S, Pept. of Just ice’* 
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RE: JOBS L. IEWIS, ETAL 


INT-RVffii WITH 



fwus intorviowod by S pooio.1 Ago n't s 

md i c not particularly wo 1 ] 

informed oon^rnin^rn^a^a^^^of the switch to U.M.Tf. It 
ifc not folt that ho would rnoko a good witnoss. Ho furniBhod tho following 
statomont which ho refused to signt 

" Springfiold* 111 . 

Sopt. 18* 1943 


"I* 

voluntary statement 


Fodoral Buroau of Invosti gntion . 
indue o mo to mako any statomont 


mako tho following 
Spooial Agents of tho 
No throats or promisos havo boon mado to 




"I was born on 021 e tiH 

onployod at Mino A. I an on thotrial oonnittoo of tho U»T for tho looal 
at l!ino A. I havo boon a minor all ny lifo and a mombor of tho TMI up un- 
til I joined tho PUR in 1932. I didn’t havo anything to do with tho start 
of progressive and as far as I’m concorno^^both of tho unions aro about tho 
same. I* vo boon at Mino A sinoo about 

"In tho fall of 1941 I .got a lottor from RYAN saying ho had 
sold Mine A to ELSHOFF. I figured that tho mino probably v/ould stay olosod 
and I would bo out of a job. As soon as tho mon hoard about tho salo of 
tho mino tho Pli*. oullod some mootings. 

wont to a mooting at tho PM., hall soon of tor this and 
Jhad chargo of this mooting. Thor a was a lot of arguments 
and talking as to whothor wo should all join unitad. Somo said Mino A 
wouldn’t open in tho fall, othors said ooal from Mino A would bo hauled 
through Mino B, and I undorstood ELSHOFF was supposod to havo mado tho re- 
mark that ho was oithor going to oporato with uni tod or not at all. Not much 
happened at this mooting exoapt a lot of talk. 

"The second mooting I wont to was also in tho PMu hall a 
littlo whilo aftor tho first ono. Tho hall was almost fillod A everybody 
again talkod about what thoy thcughi^SI^HaFF was going to do with Mino A* 
IThon I loft tho building I saw AH HAut in front of tho building 
and I notiood his shirt was tor^a^h^tola had boon in a fight with 

somo of tho progressive officials. I think was ono of a oonnittoo of 

four or fivo who had boon appointod by tho president to oall ELSHOFF on tho 
phono A find out what ho was going to do with Mino A. I do not knew who 
boatHHkp. I got away from tho mooting as I figurod thoro was going to 
bo trouoK. 



c 


0 


RE{ JOHK L. LEWIS, JSTAL 


nrrsRVTEi; with 


”1 didn’t go to any othor mootings of tho P1& boonuso I 
didn't liko tho idoa of our ovm non fighting amongst 
thomsolvos and I figurod if tho offioors would do thoso 
things I’d stay away* I didn’t go to tho £lks Club k 


TronTTUEiry 

didn’t join U 147 until tho first mooting hold at tho 'OUST building* 


- J J _ J_ ~ aV, f k 

"1 navo rtuu ovyr wu t> ua uu w '•***'-* **.*»* **v 

stnto it is truo to tho host of my monory. 

ladrdttod tho truth of tho ab^ro statonont, but 
statod it was his’ policy novar to sign anything. JflHHV also said this 
was his ovm policy and that ho had not boon advis<^^sy"anyono not to sign. 


Witnossod 

Spocial Agonts, FBI 
V, S. Dopt. of Justice" 



RE: JOSK L. LfTrtlS, ET AL. 



Illinoi s, by 

at th» 


[UTERVIETi T.ITH 

ipecxal Agents 

place where he wa6 working. mHB is strongly anti 
UM7; and advised that he quit Mine A because he could not work under Ullw. 

Ke characterizes U1K as being un-American. He 1b favorable to the govern- 
ment's case and could be used as a witness. His statement is as follows: 



111 . 

, 1943. 


the following voluntary statement toj 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
have been made to induce me to make a statement. 


Spri ngfield, 111 , make 
and Special 

To threats or promises 


ft _ 

M ± 

I was born on 

years and had 

P.K*A* in about 19c 2. 1 didn’t have anything to do with the starting of 
P V L a a fhr Aft: T t.hn R r Ji was alwavs a rood union. 

VUU A * ft# j — *> — * — - V w 

»I started at Mine A in about ^jj^| & worked thore until the 
spring of 1942. I was at Line A when Ryen sold Hino A to Elshoff. I 
remember that I got a letter from Ryan about the sale and as soon as I 
hoard that 1 felt that Line A was sure to go United in view of the fact 
I feix Elshoff favored United. 


am presenxi y employed 

I was & miner for overj 

U.h. ... for a long time until I joined STTe 


" I went to a few meetings at the FMA Hall after the sale was 
announced, but did no go to the PtlA meetings at the Elks and Re dm an halls. 


jcall it the first R£A meeting w&6 presided over by 

There was a lot of talk about IfclA being shut out at 

"ni no fmrl most of the mu were oooosed to loinine the U.H.W. Rk; did 



not wont to join United and felt that E].6hcff wanted to operate the mine 
only with United men. ‘Ac all voted not to go to work at the mine under 
the U.li.h'. There were about 125 men at this meeting. 


”There was another meeting at R1A about 4 or 5 days after this 
at the FLA hall and at that meeting there were 4 or 5 men appointed to a 
camittee to go and see Elshoff as to what he was going to do. I hoard 
that these men later reported to our local that Elshoff had said that the 
mixie was going bo bo c p6rs.be d by Unibsd 


°I rememb er that at this meeting some of the FUA men got in a 
fight and that got beaten up at that time. I did not attend any of 

the other meetings. I did hear that our men had swung over to United and 
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REj JOHN L. LE**IS, ET AL. 


INTEHVTEV.' £IXM 



so about five days after the mine opened I went to 
office at Mine ** and signed up. I have read over tjii* 
2 page statement and it is true to the best of my 
memory* 



witnesses : 



13. S. Dept. 


of Justice* 


n 


